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Occasional Paper Submission Guidelines: 

We welcome submissions from external researchers and all members of the Institute (full and 

associate members, graduate students and academic visitors) that address AKU-ISMC 

research priorities. Current research priorities can be found on our webpage. There is no topic 

restriction, we invite papers addressing issues of a substantive, theoretical, methodological or 

technical nature, in addition to policy-oriented papers. 

We are looking for papers in good order, with bibliography, footnotes, and spell-checked. 

Please follow the guidelines for style of referencing or citation, and ensure they are complete, 

consistent, and in line with the general standard of academic publication. Please refer to our 

Style Guide for guidance. 

The Series is an important resource for the Institute to advertise its academic qualities. We 

therefore retain the editorial right to reject papers we do not consider to be of sufficiently 

high standard. Submitted papers therefore undergo ‘light-touch’ review and are then endorsed 

for publication by our Series Editors, Walid Ghali, Jeff Tan and Sarah Bowen Savant. 

AKU-ISMC Occasional Papers are published on AKU-ISMC’s website, free of charge. Each 

issue is also archived in the AKU-ISMC eCommons repository as an open access 

publication. AKU-ISMC Occasional Papers cannot be revised or withdrawn once published, 

so please ensure that your submitted paper is ready for circulation and that publication in an 

occasional paper series will not conflict with potential journal submissions. 

Copyright to papers in the Series remains with the authors or their assignees. Users of this 

site may download papers and produce them for their own personal use, but downloading of 

papers for any other activity, including reposting to other electronic bulletin boards or 

archives, may not be done without the written consent of the authors. 

To submit your full paper for publication as an AKU-ISMC Occasional Paper, please send it 

to ismc.publications@aku.edu. We do not accept proposals. Preferred formats are .doc, .docx 

for text, and .doc, .docx, or .xls for tables and figures. Please consult and follow our Style 

Guide. 
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Occasional Paper Overview: 

This Series is in honour of the Founding Director of AKU-ISMC, Abdou Filali-Ansary, a 

renowned scholar and well-known public figure whose work closely aligns to the vision and 

mission of AKU-ISMC. In this Series, we publish progressive, innovative research to 

generate discussion and contribute to the advancement of knowledge. The papers represent 

work from affiliated faculty, fellows, researchers, and doctoral students across a wide range 

of research areas, demonstrating both the depth and breadth of research being undertaken at 

the Institute. We also offer the opportunity for our Masters students who have won the best 

thesis award to publish an abridged version of their thesis with us. We welcome submissions 

from external researchers that address current AKU-ISMC research priorities. The views 

expressed in the Series are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of AKU-

ISMC. Although Occasional Papers are not formally peer reviewed, they are thoroughly 

researched and are reviewed by members of our research team. 

© Copyright rests with the authors. 
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 Amal Ghazal (Director, Centre for Comparative Muslim Studies/ Associate Professor, 

Simon Fraser University) 
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Professor School of Arts and Sciences, University of Central Asia) 

 El-Nasir Lalani (Director, Centre for Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell Research, Aga 

Khan University) 

 Susanne Olsson (Professor of the History of Religions, Stockholm University) 
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