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Superficial or Deep Surgical Site Infection
PakSurg 1 will use the 2008 Center for Disease Control definitions of surgical site infection (SSI)*. 
According to these, the patient should have at least one of the following to meet the criteria for SSI:

o Purulent drainage from the superficial or deep (fascia or muscle) incision but not from within the 
organ/space component of the surgical site(s).

o Deliberate opening or spontaneous dehiscence of incision along with at least one of: localized swelling; 
pain or tenderness; heat; redness; fever (≥100.4 F).

o Abscess within the wound (detected clinically or radiologically).

*Horan TC, Andrus M, Dudeck MA. CDC/NHSN surveillance definition of health care–associated infection and criteria for specific types of infections in the acute 
care setting. American journal of infection control 2008; 36(5): 309-32.



Is this superficial surgical site infection?

YES!
Purulent Discharge

Erythema
Wound Dehiscence



Is this superficial surgical site infection?

NO!

A patient presents with a burn injury to 
the dorsal surface of the foot. After 7 
days of the burn injury, the patient 
present to the ER with burn site looking 
like this:

This isn't SSI because it is in a 
burn patient, and not after a surgery.



Is this superficial surgical site infection?

NO!

You are seeing a patient with an 
abscess that formed due to infection of 
sutures.

A stitch abscess alone is 
minimal inflammation and discharge 
confined to the points of suture 
penetration, which does not qualify as 
SSI as the signs and symptoms are 
more generalized in SSI rather than 
being confined to suture sites.



Superficial or Deep Surgical Site Infection
Do not report the following conditions as superficial or deep SSI:

o Stitch abscess (minimal inflammation and discharge confined to the points of suture penetration).

o Infection of an episiotomy or newborn circumcision site.

o Infected burn wound.



Deep Surgical Site Infection
o Report infection that involves both superficial and deep incision sites as deep incisional SSI.

o Report an organ/space SSI that drains through the incision as a deep incisional SSI.



Are these deep surgical site infections?

Yes – there is wound 
dehiscence and purulent 
discharge in this infection.

Yes – there is wound 
dehiscence, purulent 
discharge and 
erythema.

Yes – there is 
wound 
dehiscence 
and graft 
material 
present here.



Organ space infection
o Infection occurs within 30 days after the operation if no implant is left in place or within 1 year if implant 
is in place and the infection appears to be related to the operation, and:

o Infection involves any part of the anatomy (e.g., organs or spaces), other than the incision, which was 
opened or manipulated during an operation with at least one of the following:

o Purulent drainage from a drain that is placed through a stab wound into the organ/space.

oOrganisms isolated from an aseptically obtained culture of fluid or tissue in the organ/space.

o An abscess or other evidence of infection involving the organ/space that is found on direct examination, 
during reoperation, or by histopathologic or radiologic examination.

o Diagnosis of an organ/space SSI by a surgeon or attending physician.





SOME IMPORTANT 
DEFINITIONS



ASA 
CLASSIFICATION





SURGICAL WOUND 
CLASSIFICATION





WHO SURGICAL 
SAFETY CHECKLIST




