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Dean’s Message

The Department of Biological and Biomedical Sciences at the Medical
College is growing in impact and scope with a strong focus on research
and teaching. As you’ll see in this report, their work is meaningful and
substantial, not just at a local level, but nationally and internationally. They
have responded to challenges presented over the years with
determination, adaptation and innovation. And | must acknolwedge and
applaud the commitment, work ethic and dynamism of the entire BBS
team.

The five-year strategic plan outlined in 2019 is progressing well with
activities and outcomes aligned with the expectations highlighted in the
plan. 2023 saw the continued success of initiatives put in place, including
the continuation of the Biological Sciences Conference, a flagship event
for the department, strengthening teaching structures, and continuing
research efforts and collaborations.

The biological and biomedical research enterprise is critical to
understanding fundamental biological processes and mechanisms of
human health and disease pathogenesis, and it is critical to developing
solutions that prevent, diagnose, and treat diseases and conditions that
afflict millions of people.

The work being undertaken every day furthers our mission of knowledge
sharing and increasing access to that science to those outside the walls of
our great institution. The department's steady publication record and
impressive grant work are some of the ways in which scientific discovery
is being propelled forward slowly but surely.

We continue to make contributions to medical education by consistently
producing innovations in our curriculum, pedagogy and assessment, and
growing our MPhil programme. Our faculty of superstars, enabled by a
dedicated support staff, continue to impress with their long list of awards,
fellowships and promotions. This committment to bettering ourselves at
every level of the organization is what sets us up for greater success.

| wish the team the best of luck. As you move towards higher levels of
excellence, | along with the senior leadership of AKU are behind you every
step of the way.

Dr Adil Haider
Dean, Medical College



Letter from the Chair

| am pleased to invite our fellow faculty, staff, and students to peruse the
fourth edition of the Annual Report of the Department of Biological and
Biomedical Sciences (BBS). The past year consisted of a unique
combination of creating change and engraining best practices. Four years
ago, the department’s first-ever Annual Report was circulated throughout
the University. The department had just wrapped up the first phase of a
five-year strategic plan. A new MPhil in Biological and Biomedical
Sciences programme was launched as BBS'’s first in-house initiative of its
kind. Three years ago, BBS hosted a Biological Sciences conference,
inviting researchers from around the world.

Today, these initiatives have established themselves as standard
practices for the department. Our five-year plan is scheduled for
completion in August 2024, and despite external challenges, we have
acheived the majority of our aims. Our MPhil programme has steadily
increased in class size, welcoming more and more students every year.
The Biological Sciences conference is now a flagship event for the
department.

While there is a strong sense of acomplishment for the journey BBS has
undergone this past year, as well as the years before, there is also
gratitude for all the key players who have given the department immense
support: the leadership of the Aga Khan University and the BBS
department members. Their constant efforts and dedication have helped
bring about the department’s successes and are truly valued.

The past four years have also undoubtedly brought to light the importance
of scientific research as a means to combat illnesses, slow down climate
change, enhance the use of technology in our work, and overall, enable us
to do our part to make our country and world a better place to live. Each of
us has the ability to examine our own skill sets and see where they can be
applicable in today’s world.

The 2023 Annual Report shows an overview of the activities the
department has undertaken this year, the result of efforts built upon
steadily over the years. On that note, | invite our readers to obtain a
glimpse into the BBS department through this report and reach out to us
with any questions or suggestions.

Dr Kulsoom Ghias,
Chair, Department of Biological and Biomedical Sciences



BBS in 2023
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