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Believe Message from the (hair

As the COVID-19 challenge continues,

I take this opportunity on behalf of all

B ccome members of BBS to wholeheartedly
thank our colleagues on the frontlines of

care and to pledge our support as

Succeed needed. During this time, the work of

— the institution continues. I am proud of

the collaborative efforts that involved

the BBS faculty and staff and enabled a

move to online teaching in the undergraduate medical program within
days. As a leading health research institution, this is also an
opportunity to undertake and disseminate research that can impact
real-time practices. Again, I am proud to say that BBS is stepping up
to this challenge. This edition of the BBS newsletter highlights work
from “simpler” times. May we soon see better days and carry forward
the spirit of collaboration, support and innovation that has emerged.

I pray that you and your families stay safe, healthy and blessed.
Kulsoom Ghias
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Online Teaching

Scholarly Activity

Drs Ahmed Zafar Cheema, Fatima Mustansir,
Azhar Hussain, Kulsoom Ghias, Mr Ghulam
Haider, Ms Sabah Farhat volunteered to perform
N95 fit testing

The Undergradute Medical Education Years 1
and 2 successfuly launched online teaching
modules via Microsoft Teams. Faculty,
administrative staff and students were provided
online training for the teaching platform. This
was a collabrative effort by the Office of
UGME, BBS, P&LM, CHS and IT

departments

Dr Abdul Mannan Baig reported on the loss of

smell and taste senstaion as an early warning

sign of SARS-CoV-2 infection

Dr Naseer Ahmed coauthored a paper on novel
coronavirus 2019-nCoV



A new MPhil in Biological and Biomedical Sciences program was
launched in January 2020. 'The program is designed to
produce competent, confident and productive scientists who can
continue their passion for research and learning onto PhD training or
develop a successful career in academia and industry straightaway. Our
mission is to educate graduate students using research based education
and enable them to ask innovative questions and during the process,
contribute to their fields by unfolding their creative energy.

'The Inaugral Batch

'The academic plan is focused on the development of breadth and depth
of knowledge in the form of multidisciplinary integrated concepts,
self-directed learning, inquiry, critical thinking and expression of
thought to strengthen the model of research based education in a
horizontal enabling environment. Our inaugral batch is in the middle of
completing their first semester. We are now preparing to conduct
admission test and interviews to select the second batch of students.



ROM THE FACULTY HUE

Reframe Rare in Pakistan Conference

Dr Rehana Rehman coordinated a  Dr Fazal Arain presented a case
session on Complex Clinical Cases:  report poster on a 2 % year old

Challenges faced by experts dealing child suffering from
with Rare Diseases Hypermangnesemia with
Dystonia, Polycythemia and
Cirrhosis

Seminar on Challenges of Management of Polycystic Ovarian
Syndrome

Dr Rehana Rehman gave a talk

onVitamin D Deficiency, Dr § adja. I:‘atima gave f‘ ta.lk
Oxidative Stress Markers and on Nutr 1t11(;réail)t;1er apies in

ABCA1 genetic variants in
PCOS



"ROM THE FACULTY HUEB

Dr HR Ahmad gave an invited
talk on the Institution-Faculty
Relationship @ Prof Dr MH
Qazi Memorial Lecture
Series; University of Karachi

Dr Naseer Ahmed gave an
invited talk on Role of
Translational Research in
Integrative Medicine

@ the University of Haripur

Dr Sadia Fatima gave an
invited lecture at the 2nd PROBE
conference titled Chemerin Gene
Methylation status on Gestational
Diabetes @ University of Karachi

Fellowship Award

Dr Sadia also received a two year fellowship training program
offered by the Foundation for Advancement of International

Medical Education and Research (FAIMER) institute,
Philadelphia, USA



BBS Faculty and Laboratory Staff organized sessions as part of the
Intellectual Marathon arranged for visits of different schools of
Karachi on Open days at Aga Khan University

Orientation session Activity for testing the nerve
conduction velocity

A

Drs Rehana Rehman and Salman Siddiqi facilitated concept

mapping exercise in collaboration with DED
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Mr Ali Moosa attended Advanced Module of the
o Grants and Research Administration Course
offered by Centre of Excellence in Women and
=1 Child Health & Department of Pediatrics and
. Child Health

Ms Areeba Khaleeq presented a paper at the 2nd PROBE
conference titled Formation of thyroid hormone cascade in

Acantamoeba spp @University of Karachi

Lab staff attended Western blotting Technique training
worskhop
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All events highlighted in this edition of the newsletter took
place before social distancing measures were in place

For feedback and submissions please contact
i Bilal Effendi on bilal.effendi@aku.edu





