
Cambridge Aspire: An Online Resource for Digital Textbooks

 

THE AGA KHAN UNIVERSITY

 User Guide



Cambridge Aspire is a digital learning platform by Cambridge
University Press that provides access to academic textbooks and
learning resources. This guide is designed to help students, faculty,
and staff at Aga Khan University effectively access and use
Cambridge Aspire, including instructions on how to access the
platform on-campus and off-campus, register and log in, search for
textbooks and subject resources, read or listen to textbooks online,
and use the Cambridge Spiral app for offline reading.

Introduction



Access and Login 



When users are connected to the Aga Khan University
campus network, access to Cambridge Aspire is
automatically authenticated through the university’s
system.

On-Campus Access

Steps:
Open a web browser and go to Google.
Type Cambridge Aspire in the search bar.
Click on the Cambridge Aspire website from
the search results.

Once the website opens, the platform will provide
direct access without requiring a login, as
authentication is automatically recognized through
the university network.

https://www.cambridge.org/highereducation/


When accessing Cambridge Aspire from outside
the Aga Khan University campus network, users
must log in using their university credentials.

Off-Campus Access

Steps:
Visit the Cambridge Aspire website.
On the top right corner of the page, click
Register to create a new account if you
have not registered previously.

After completing the registration and verification
process, you can log in using your registered
institutional email address and password to
access the platform remotely.

For detailed instructions on the registration process, please refer to the next page.



Complete the registration form by filling in the required
information:

Title
First Name
Last Name
Email Address
Location

You will also be asked the following question:
Are you affiliated with an organisation?
Select Yes and enter Aga Khan University in the
organisation field.
Next, create a password for your account.
Finally, tick the checkbox to agree to the Terms and
Conditions, and click Register to complete your
registration.

For faculty and staff (abc.xyz@aku.edu)
For students (abc.xyz@scholar.aku.edu)

Registration Process

mailto:abc.xyz@aku.edu
mailto:abc.xyz@scholar.aku.edu


After completing the registration process on
Cambridge Aspire, a verification email will be sent
to the official email address provided during
registration.

Click on “Activate Your Account”



After clicking “Activate Your Account” in the
verification email, your account will be successfully
activated.

Steps:
Go to the Cambridge Aspire website.
Click Log In.
Enter your official email address and the password
you created during registration.
Click Log In to access your account.

Log In After Activation



Basic Search



Searching for Resources
To find textbooks or learning materials on Cambridge
Aspire, use the search bar on the homepage.

Steps:
Type your search term in the search bar.
Press Enter or click the Search icon.

You can search by book title, author name, keywords,
or subject area. The platform will display a list of
relevant resources related to your search.



Searching by Subject
Cambridge Aspire also allows users to search for resources by subject area.
All available subjects can be viewed on the main page of Cambridge Aspire.

Steps:

Go to the Cambridge Aspire homepage.
Scroll down to view the list of available subjects.
Select the subject related to your area of interest.

The platform will display textbooks and learning
resources available within the selected subject area.
Users can then select a title to view more details or
access the content.



Reading or Listening to Textbooks



Reading a Textbook Online
Cambridge Aspire allows users to read textbooks
directly on the platform.

Steps:
From the search results list, click on the title of
the book you want to open.
 Click the cover image of the book.
 A pop-up window will appear on the screen.
Click on the Open Textbook button. 

The textbook will open in the online reader, allowing
you to read the content directly on the platform.



Listening to the Textbook

Some textbooks on Cambridge Aspire include an audio
feature that allows users to listen to the text while
reading.

Steps:
Open the textbook in the online reader.
Locate the audio icon at the top right corner of the
page.
Click the audio icon to start listening to the content.

The audio feature will read the text aloud, helping
users follow the content more easily. This feature is
especially useful for reviewing content and supporting
accessible learning.



Offline Reading with Cambridge Spiral



Reading Textbooks Offline

Cambridge Aspire also allows users to read textbooks
offline using the Cambridge Spiral application.
If you would like to read a textbook offline, you must
first add it to the Offline Bookshelf.

Steps:
Open the textbook on Cambridge Aspire.
Click Add to Offline Bookshelf.
When the login window appears, enter your
registered email address and password.

After adding the book to the Offline Bookshelf, it can
be accessed through the Cambridge Spiral app for
offline reading.

For detailed instructions on downloading the application, please refer to the next page.



How to Download the Cambridge Spiral App
Cambridge Spiral is the mobile application that allows users to read
Cambridge Aspire textbooks on their devices, including offline access.

Steps to Download the App:
1.Open the App Store on your device.

Android users: Open the Google Play Store.
iPhone or iPad users: Open the Apple App Store.

2. In the search bar, type Cambridge Spiral.
Select the Cambridge Spiral application from the search
results.

3.Click Install to download the application.
After installation, open the app and log in using your
Cambridge Aspire account credentials to access your
textbooks.

Step Step Step
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