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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGS)
DATA IN KENYA: ADDRESSING GAPS, TRACKING,
MONITORING AND UTILIZATION OF SDG
INDICATORS
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Complex Challenges Influencing Human Health) Project in Kenya is led by
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facilitates dialogues, research, and policy influence by convening academia,
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making and effective policy responses. Yet, significant data gaps and data
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efforts. Kenya currently reports on about 68% of global SDG indicators,
with significant gaps under SDG 3 (Health and Well-being), SDG 5 (Gender
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The CHOICE Think Tank, through workshops and expert dialogues, identified
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term financing. This policy brief highlights critical challenges, emerging
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Kenya tracks 171 out of 251 SDG indicators’ (68% of the global total
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outdated or not up to date, not sufficiently disaggregated, or collected but
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issues, and institutional challenges greatly affect SDGs monitoring, tracking,
reporting and ultimately planning and effective policy development and
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into the National Statistical System (NSS) for official reporting (Republic of
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the custodian of official statistics, maintains high quality and methodological
standards before accepting data for reporting. While this ensures statistical
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With regards to SDGs 3, 5 and 13, which CHOICE project focuses on:
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proghryri of global 28 indicator for SDG 3 are unreported. For

instance, alcohol consumption data (3.5.2) exists at
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affect indicators like 5.6.2 and 5.a.2 on women’s rights
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Worth noting, according to KNBS, administrative data remains the main

source of data for SDGs indicators in Kenya contributing to 67% of the

data, followed by census and survey data (32%) and recently adopted

citizen generated data (1%). These data sources underscore the importance
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Key Challenges

Limited infrastructure and capacity deficits: [
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official statistics. It is siloed across institutions (KNBS,
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In other cases, data collected by different actors is not
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Opportunities and

INNovations
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data, offer untapped potential to fill data gaps and
enhance inclusivity. Leveraging models like Kilifi's
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Artificial intelligence and predictive analytics:
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to exchange findings, validate data, and agree on how
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of locally adapted, user-friendly and simplified tools,
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standard monitoring tool for different sectors reporting on different
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SDG Indicator Framework. This is while prioritizing the identification
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simplified data collection and analytical tools. Additionally, expanding
successful models like Kilifi's community health data surveillance system
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significantly improve data quality, relevance, and uptake. Complex
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Explore Innovative Financing and secure sustainable financing for
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financing mechanisms—such as philanthropic funding, blended finance
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Combining stable domestic financing with innovative approaches
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Conclusion
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and adaptive data ecosystem. With the right policies, Kenya can shift from
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