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About the Aga Khan University
Institute for Educational Development

Since its establishment in 1993, Aga Khan University Institute for Educational Development

(AKU-IED) in Pakistan has played a transformative role in the field of education by

producing high-quality teachers, teacher educators, and researchers. Its impact has been

felt in Pakistan and other developing contexts, making it a valuable contributor to the
education landscape.

Our graduates working in schools are known for their student-centered and interdisciplinary
approach to teaching and learning and work as agents of change to improve the system and
make best practices from around the world ubiquitous in Pakistan.

As an academic and research institute, we take immense pride in being producers of

knowledge and cultivating the value of generating knowledge in our students. Numerous of

our graduates are engaged in producing original work in the areas of teaching,
assessments, educational policies and governance, and innovative pedagogies.
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Message from AKU-IED Leadership

This directory is part of a rite of passage which captures our students becoming our alumni.
To watch them move on, is both a source of pride and a bittersweet sense of nostalgia.

As an institution, we take immense pride in the success of our past graduates, who now

serve in top-tiered private and public institutions in Pakistan and abroad. Having reached

levels where they work as agents of change and educational leaders, they are a testament to

the quality of education we provide. We are confident that our recent graduates will also excel

in their professional careers, given their academic excellence, passion for the field, and love
of learning.

We believe that they are ideal candidates for your organization, bringing with them a unique
perspective and a strong work ethic.

Last but not least, we would like to acknowledge the work of our colleagues in the
Communications (Janelle Dias, Syed Shaeer Ahmed, Aman Pirwani) and Education Offices

(Shahzaib Karim, Naureen Dhanani, Aly Ahad Mawiji) for making this compilation a possibility.

Dr Farid Panjwani Dr Munira Amirali Dr Fozia Parveen
Professor and Dean, Programme Director, Programme Director,
AKU-IED MEd & MPhil in Education, PhD in Education,
AKU-IED AKU-IED
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ARSHAD ALI

Master of Education (Assessment,
Measurement, and Evaluation)

arshad.ali3@alumni.aku.edu
ali.aamania@gmail.com

| have always been interested in assessment and evaluation,
providing timely and relevant solutions to problems. | have a passion
to help those who are in need and struggling in their spheres of work.

+ Leadership
« Assessment and Evaluation

Use of formative assessment techniques for students' enhanced
participation in grade VIl of community-based school in Chitral

+ Leadership and Assessment

« Master in International Relations
« Bachelor in Economics

» School Head
« Team leader
* Research Assistant

Best leader of the year

| am devoted person, who is straight forward in handling obstacles in
my workplace. | believe in teamwork, cooperation, and
decision-making power in any circumstances. | trust in action rather
than just words.
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JAVED AHMED

Master of Education
(Educational Leadership and Management)

javed.ahmad@scholar.aku.edu
jvd.ahmed@alumni.aku.edu

My goal is to earn a PhD in Educational Leadership and Management,
focusing on implementing progressive strategies in Pakistan's
education system, mentoring teachers, and promoting inclusive
practices to enhance educational quality and accessibilitv nationwide.

+ Educational Leadership and Management
+ Educational Research
« Strategic Planning

Pedagogical leadership practices in secondary schools of Gupis
Yasin, Gilgit Baltistan: What, why, how, and by whom?

+ Team management and leadership
+ Research writing and teaching

+ Master of English Literature and Linguistics from National University
of Modern Languages, Islamabad, 2016-2018

+ Bachelor of Arts from Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad,
2013-2015

+ Intermediate from Aga Khan Board, Karachi, 2010-2012

+ Field Officer, Sukkur IBA University, STA-DEEP project (UNICEF), since
Aug 2023

+ Module Developer (English), Aga Khan University, Monash project, Jul-Sep
3, 2023.

+ Senior Research Assistant, Aga Khan University, "School 2023" project,
Oct 25-Dec 25, 2022

+ English Lecturer, Elysian Higher Secondary School, Gilgit, Sep 2019-Dec
2021

+ Principal, Elysian School Zulfigar Abad Campus, Gilgit, Aug 2018-Sep 2019

+ English Language Instructor, I-SAHRD Pakistan, May 2019-Nov 2020

+ Winner of the Art Competition "Friends of the Environment," a National
Golden Jubilee Initiative 2008

+ Certificate of Participation in the International Anti-Drug Art Championship
organized by Foundation for a Drug-Free World, USA 2012

+ Certificate in Leadership & Development from Misbah National Youth
Camp, August 2016

| enjoy hiking and camping, value diversity in interactions, and have a
background in art and sketching.
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RAHIM SHAH

Master of Education (Assessment,
Measurement and Evaluation)

shahrahim991 @gmail.com

| aspire to pursue a doctoral degree in Assessment and Evaluation,
driven by a passion for enhancing educational systems and
improving learning outcomes through rigorous evaluation processes.
My goal is to contribute to the field of education by integrating
advanced assessment methodologies.

+ Assessment and evaluation of oral English proficiency

Developing oral English proficiency of ESL learners through formative
assessment at government school in Gilgit Baltistan.

+ Proficiency in 21st-century skills, including social competency and
technological proficiency

+ Experience in graphic design (Canva), video editing (Filmora), and image
manipulation (Photoshop)

+ Strong Microsoft Office skills and content creation abilities (YouTube)

+ Effective communication, relationship building, and leadership capabilities

+ Bachelor of Science in English Literature and Linguistics,
National University of Modern Languages, Feb 2018

+ Bachelor of Arts, Allama Igbal Open University, 2015-2017

+ Bachelor of Education, Allama Igbal Open University, Dec 2012

+ English Instructor at Toddlers Shine High School, Rawalpindi, May
2016-Aug 2017

+ English Teacher at Toddlers Shine High School, Rawalpindi, Sep-Dec 2017

+ Senior English Teacher at Shaheen Higher Secondary School and College,
Danyore, Gilgit, Mar- Sep 2018

+ English Teacher (Secondary School Level) at Eliysian Secondary School,
Gahkuch, Sep 2018-Feb 2019

+ English Visiting Lecturer at Inter College Chatorkhand under the SPS
Development Project, since Feb 2019

+ Badge for completing "Global Challenges powered by Practera"
+ Certificate for completion of "The WACE Gilobal Challenge
Sustainable Impact Project"

Passionate about sports (football, volleyball, cricket, swimming) and
the arts (poetry, singing, comedy), showcasing strong teamwork,
leadership, and a commitment to
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SADAM HUSSAIN

°
Master of Education
(Mathematics Education)
sadam.hussain3@alumni.aku.edu
Contact @ ‘ hussainsadam623 @gmail.com
c irati £ | aspire to work closely with curriculum developers, especially for
areer aspiration - mathematics.
+ Conducting research to enhance student performance across
Area of interest/ : various subjects _ _
specialization < + Implementing findings to benefit the future educational landscape

of the nation

Developing proportional reasoning among grade VII students in
Karachi Pakistan

+ Communication skills
+ Effective task handling and completion under tight deadlines

MCom (Master of Commerce)
BEd (Bachelor of Education)
BCom (Bachelor of Commerce)

Education

+ Mathematics Teacher
+ Assistant Manager, Examination Mathematics

+ International School Award (British Council) as lead in 2007

Occasional poet and musician
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SAFIA MAKNOJIA
Master of Education (Teacher Education)

safia.maknojia@alumni.aku.edu
Contact (] ‘ safiamaknojia18@gmail.com

| aspire to ignite a love for learning by guiding interactive journeys that spark
curiosity and empower students to think critically. My dream is to foster a safe
Career aspiration J space for exp!oratlon wh_ere diverse perspectives merge a_nd creativity

P ot flourishes. Ultimately, | aim to mentor students, kindling a lifelong passion for
learning and inspiring them to become confident contributors to the world.

+ Creating innovative and tailored curriculum materials

+ Generating interactive lesson plans, incorporating diverse learning styles
and technologies

Area of interest/ g « Exploring global perspectives in curriculum or international teaching
specialization S programmes

+ Implementing inclusive classroom strategies and diverse learning
accommodations

+ Developing expertise in assessment methods and providing constructive
feedback

Dissertation topic E_% Perceptions of grade | teachers and students regarding English
language learning motivation

Effective communication and critical thinking
Skills

Adaptability, creativity, and problem-solving

Leadership, motivation, and teamwork

Time management, video development, resource designing, presentation
making, animation, and creative e-portfolio design

Bachelor of Education (1.5) in Leadership and Management, 2019
Certificate Diploma in Early Childhood Education (ECED), 2008
Masters in Sociology, 1998

Bachelor in Islamic Culture, 1996

Education

. PESAN
Experience Eﬁﬁ ‘
+ Star Teacher Award, Aga Khan Education Service, Pakistan,

Awards and ‘11’@ ‘ 2014-2017

Senior Teacher at Sultan Mahomed Shah Aga Khan School, 2006-present
Honorary Teacher and Head Teacher at RREC, 2004-2015, 2023-present
Member of EPB Economic Planning Board, 2023 - present

Honorary Teacher Educator at ITREB, 1991-1998, 2011-2017, 2021 - present

Honours + Award for Outstanding Performance, AKESP, 2015-2016
+ Best Teacher Award, ITREB Karimabad, 2006

| am a passionate Grade 1 teacher promoting literacy through
engaging activities, fostering a fun and enriching educational
environment.
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SARWAT NAUREEN

Master of Education
(Educational Leadership and Management)

sarwat.naureen@alumni.aku.edu
naureen.sarwat@gmail.com

Career aspiration

educational management since | have the training and expertise
necessary to contribute significantly to the larger community of
educators.

Area of interest/

et + Training and Education Management
specialization

Exploring private school headteachers’ experiences during Covid-19

‘ As a researcher and educationist, | intend to pursue a career in
‘ pandemic in Pakistan

Adaptability

Leadership and Management

Communication

Problem-solving

Computer skills (Google apps, Windows apps, YouTube videos, etc.)
Marketing skills

» Bachelor of Education

Education + Bachelor of Pharmacy

Science Subject Lead

Science Level Coordinator

Class Teacher (Every year since last 14 years)

In charge of Satellite Pharmacy (Liaquat National Hospital)
Sales Promotion Officer

. ¥
Experience )

+ Guest Speaker at Hamdard University

Awards and = + Guest Speaker of an Entry Event of PBL (Project based learning)
Honours & &R + Planned and conducted a paid national-level workshop while studying
at AKU-IED

| am passionate about history and Urdu literature (Ashfaq Ahmed,
Yousufi). | am also a dedicated hiker and awarded singer since first
grade. | enjoy aerobics, gym workouts, and exploring diverse cultures

through travel.
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SHELLA ASAD

Master of Education
(Educational Leadership and Management)

shella.asad@alumni.aku.edu
Contact (M) sheela.asad1@gmail.com

As an educational leader, | aim to improve student outcomes and
the education system, ensuring equal access to quality education.
My goal is to create a supportive learning environment,
implementing innovative strategies to maximise student potential
and foster personal growth. Committed to social justice, | collaborate
with educators and stakeholders to transform education and
enhance children's lives.

Career aspiration

+ Technology and Innovation:
+ Sustainability and Environmental Protection
. + Personal Growth and Development
specialization < + Ethical Leadership and Corporate Responsibility

Area of interest/

Education and Skill Development
Effective Communication and Collaboration

: . . 2 Exploring the integration of 21st Century 4C skills in Grade 12 of a
Dissertation topic I-;% ‘ private school in Karachi, Pakistan

Effective communication skills
Emotional self-management
Adaptability to embrace changes

MSc (Organic Chemistry)
BEd (Educational Leadership and Management)
BSc (Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics)

o + After spending a year teaching in a private school, | had the
Experience QES‘*“ opportunity to showcase my leadership skills as an unofficial
leader. In 2017, | joined AKHSS, Gilgit as a chemistry lecturer and

began my professional journey in that role.

Education

Awards and YE\ Award of distinction from AKU-EB in my subject (Chemistry),
Honours = 2017-2019

I'm passionate about books, which expand my horizons and nurture

empathy. They offer new perspectives, intellectual stimulation, and
endless possibilities for personal growth. Books are more than
escapes; they ignite imagination and inspire greatness, guiding us to

explore, learn, and transform.




SYED SARDAR HUSSAIN

Master of Education
(Assessment, Measurement and Evaluation)

Contact @ sardar.hussain2@alumni.aku.edu
ontac sardarsyed1122@gmail.com

| aspire to pursue a doctoral degree in education to become an
innovative leader fostering inclusive, student-centered learning
environments. My goals include implementing cutting-edge
pedagogical strategies, leveraging technology, and advocating for
educational equity. | aim to create programmes for diverse learners,
engage in ongoing professional development and research, and
contribute to educational policy. Ultimately, | hope to inspire a lifelong
love of learning and empower students to thrive in a global society.

Career aspiration

Area of interest/

L » Educational assessment and evaluation
specialization

@ Exploring teachers’ intentions and challenges concerning formative
Dissertation topic E,/} assessment: A case study of public and private secondary school
Pakistan Studies classrooms in District Lower Chitral

+ Problem-solving skills
« Communication proficiency
« Strong computer skills

Education

+ Masters in Pakistan Studies from University of Peshawar, 2013
+ Bachelors in Education from SBBU Sheringal, 2016

+ Teacher at Islamia Model School Bumbagh, Upper Chitral, 2009-2013

* Lecturer in Pakistan Studies at Aga Khan Higher Secondary School

SAEN Chitral, 2015-2021

+ Educator of English Language at Pakistan American Cultural Council
(PACC) and AKDN

+ Research Associate at AKU-IED PDC Chitral in the School 2030
project

= ok
Experience QD@

Honours

| am passionate about prompting diversity and inclusion and actively
volunteer for organizations that support these causes.

Awards and T’E\O ‘ + Best Teacher Award by AKESP, 2017
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TAHIRA JABEEN

Master of Education
(Assessment, Measurement, and Evaluation)

tahira.jabeen@alumni.aku.edu
tahira.krm@gmail.com

As an ECD practitioner, | mentor teachers in creating engaging activities
for young learners. | focus on effective assessment strategies to monitor
progress and provide feedback to parents. | am also eager to pursue
doctoral studies to further my expertise in early childhood development.

Early Childhood Development
Assessment and Evaluation

Exploring and assessing children's active engagement in natural
environment

Work ethics
Resilience
Teamwork and communication

Bachelor of Education, Allama Igbal Open University (2014)
Master of Economics, AJK University (2009)

Early Childhood Development Teacher, State of the Art (SOA),
Elysian School, Gilgit
Social Mobilizer, AKPBSP-Gilgit

Best teacher award, Elysian Higher Secondary School Gilgit
Scholarship award, Hashoo Foundation for bachelor's degree
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| love to spend time in nature and gardening. | also enjoy Origami
artwork with children.
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WAHID MURAD

Master of Education
(Mathematics Education)

wahid.murad @alumni.aku.edu
wahidmnasir@gmail.com

Soon after graduation, | will travel back to Gilgit and resume my duties
as a Lecturer in Mathematics at AKES, P. As a career, | have three
things in my mind: working as a mathematics teacher educator, an
educational leader, and an educational researcher. Apart from these, if |
get a chance, | will pursue a PhD in education.

+ Mathematics education
+ Educational leadership
» Educational research

Exploring efficacy of the CPA approach in improving grade VII
students achievement in Algebra

Communication

Teamwork and Leadership Skills

Project Management

Research Skills and Technical Skills (Data analysis in SPSS)

+ Pre-Engineering
+ BS (Hons) Mathematics
+ BEd

* Mathematics Teacher
» Mathematics Lecturer
* Research Assistant

+ High Achiever Certificate (throughout the semesters at AKU-IED)

An individual who sincerely believes in a better tomorrow than yesterday.




DEENAR KHOWAJA
Master of Philosophy in Education

deenar.khowaja@alumni.aku.edu
. @ ‘ deenar.jumani@gmail.com

| aspire to acquire comprehensive knowledge and expertise in the
professional development of teachers to instigate positive changes in the
realm of education. My goal is to contribute to enhancing the education
system in Pakistan by focusing on elevating the quality of teaching.

. . T’a/;
Career aspiration o~

specialization & + Educational research

o Strategies applied to teach English pedagogy courses to pre-service
Dissertation topic E’/} teachers in BEd (Hons.) in Karachi, Sindh: A single case-study
design.

Teamwork

Communication skills

Planning and Problem-solving

Active listening

Logical reasoning and reflective practice
Time management

Area of interest/ ‘ - Professional development of teachers

+ BEd (Hons) Secondary (1.5 years)
Education + MA English Literature and Linguistics
+ Bachelor of Science

+ Senior Lecturer at Government Elementary College of Education

(Durbeen)
. o * Module Developer in Monash project at AKU-IED
Experience o5 + Designed Strategic Plan for a private school system in March-June 2023

+ Reviewed Continuous Professional Development Manuals for
Elementary English teachers' training with STEDA
+ English Teacher and Subject Lead at Beaconhouse School System

Honours

| love travelling, eating, and interacting with people. | have a good sense
of humor. | find peace in nature and love serenity.

Awards and Y@ | « National Girl Guide Award
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HUSSAIN WALI TAJ
Master of Philosophy in Education

hussain.taj@alumni.aku.edu
hussainwali.taj3@gmail.com

| would like to pursue a PhD in Education

+ Education leadership
+ Research

Teacher’s perspectives on current professional development
practices from the lenses of reflective practice and professional
learning communities

+ Proficient in Internet use, Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and
SPSS
+ Strong interpersonal skills and conflict resolution abilities

Bachelor of Education
BSc in Social Sciences (Development Studies)

+ Senior Research Assistant
Teacher Assistant in Higher Education
+ Senior Teacher in Secondary Level

» Teacher Award
« Semester Distinction

My hobbies are reading, hiking, cooking and gardening.




JAVERIA BANO
Master of Philosophy in Education

javeria.bano@alumni.aku.edu
Contact @ ‘ javeriabano512@gmail.com

| am a passionate elementary teacher.

Career aspiration

+ Teacher Education

+ Qualitative Researcher specializing in Teacher's professional
development, Scientific Literacy, Teacher identity, Science Teacher
Identity, and STEM identity.

. . . 5 Exploring Evolution of STEM Teacher Identity during Immersive
Dissertation topic M ‘ STEM Experiences.

Active Learning

Teaching

Teacher Education

21st Century Skills

Qualitative Research Expertise
Analytical Skills

Report Writing

Area of interest/ .
specialization <

Skills

Education

s * Elementary Science Teacher
Experience QE%% « Academic Coordinator at Primary Level
* Reviewer, Science Textbook Review Committee

+ Selected in Sindh Talent Hunt Program in 2015
Awards and QYE\O * Received a merit-based fully funded scholarship during undergraduate

‘ + BEd (Honors)

Honours & studies
+ Participated in and received a cash prize in a theatre drama
competition with colleagues.

| enjoy travelling and tourism an also love listening to folk (old) stories
and learning lessons from them.
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KIRAN NANJI
Master of Philosophy in Education

kiran.nanji@alumni.aku.edu
kiran.nanji@gmail.com

My goal is to become a dedicated teacher educator, fostering dynamic
learning environments for both pre-service and in-service teachers. I'm
committed to professional growth through innovative pedagogical
approaches, technology integration, and impactful research in effective
teaching methodologies.

* Learning and Educational Theories

+ Science and Social Studies Education
+ Leadership

* Research and Innovation

In-service science teachers’ professional development for designing
unit for project based learning by design thinking process

Intrapersonal Skills
Communication Skills
Presentation Skills
Teamwork

Workshop Design

+ Bachelor of Education, Igra University 2021

+ Master of Business Administration (Health Management), Dow
University of Health Sciences, 2019

+ Pharm-D, University of Karachi

+ Visiting Faculty, Notre Dame Institute of Education Jan 2024 - Present

+ Science Lecturer, Government Elementary College of Education
(Durbeen), Aug 2022-Jul 2023

+ Teacher, Beaconhouse School System, Aug 2017-Mar 2022

+ Awarded Appreciation shield for leading the student volunteer team at
the 12th International Conference of Technology held at AKU-IED in
Nov-Dec 2023

+ Received certificates and letters of recognition for conducting
workshops, invigilating AKU-EB examinations, and volunteering in
various capacities.

| enjoy teaching and learning, serving as a teacher educator and
assistant head teacher at the community level. | work with diverse
teachers to enhance their skills and innovate teaching strategies.
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MAIDA ALI
Master of Philosophy in Education

maida.ali@alumni.aku.edu
maedah.sarwat@gmail.com

As a current school principal, my passion for learning and commitment
to excellence in education and administration continue to drive my
career aspirations. In the academic domain, | strive to introduce
innovative teaching methods, fostering critical thinking and creativity
among students. Simultaneously, my leadership skills contribute to the
efficient and smooth operation of administrative processes within the
school.

+ Educational leadership for institution development
* Inspiring positive change in education
+ Fostering academic excellence and well-being

Factors affecting career choices of students in O Level Stream-
Pakistani school context

+ Proven leadership and effective communication
+ Adaptability and empathy

+ Conflict resolution and educational leadership

+ Administration proficiency and strategic planning

+ Bachelor of Education

+ Diploma in teaching and learning from Cambridge University
+ Master of Business Administration

+ Bachelor of Business Administration

+ Currently working as a School Principal at Foundation Public School

+ Worked as Senior Mistress at Beaconhouse School Systems

+ Accompanied a group of 35 students on an educational trip to Europe.
+ Worked as a teacher trainer and instructional coach.

My commitment to well-being drives personalised counseling and
growth through tailored feedback, aiming to extend impact for collective

well-being.
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SAIMA AMIR ALI
Master of Philosophy in Education

saima.ali2@alumni.aku.edu
saima.salani@gmail.com

As an educationist and academician, | aspire to be a catalyst for
positive change in the education systems of Pakistan and other
developing countries. A fundamental aspect of my commitment, as a
lifelong learner, is actively contributing to the evolution of educational
practices, fostering a more dynamic and effective learning environment.

Skills

Education

PSRN

Experience )

e 5 g

« Teacher Educator

Enable a primary school math teacher to teach mental math skills to
class 5 students in a low-cost private school located in Karachi,
Pakistan.

Teaching
Communication
Multi-tasking
Teamwork"

» BEd with First Division, 2013
+ MEd with First Division, 2017

+ Mathematics Teacher and Coordinator at The City School, 2014-2016
+ Subject Lead - Math at Zindagi Trust, 2017-2022
+ Mathematics Consultant at AKU-IED, Aug-Dec 2023

I W GRADUATE DIRECTORY | CLASS OF 2023

| see myself as a motivational speaker and philosopher, leveraging
humor and analogies to enhance my teaching skills.
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TOOBA NOOR
Master of Philosophy in Education

tooba.noor@alumni.aku.edu
toobanoor631@gmail.com

| aspire to transform education in Pakistan and beyond, empowering
youth with comprehensive skills and preparing them for leadership.
Pursuing a PhD in Educational Leadership will enhance my ability to
shape effective policies and foster positive change in communities.

+ Develop expertise in leadership and management to contribute to
educational and developmental sectors.
+ Focus on youth empowerment initiatives

Understanding the recruitment and retention system of a private
school system in northern Sindh, Pakistan

Strong communication (fluent in English, Urdu, Sindhi, and Punjabi)
Organizational expertise, leadership skills and team management
Event coordination and programme leadership

Proficient in MS Office, research, and proposal writing.

Training skills

+ Bachelor ofEducation (CGPA: 3.72, Bronze Medalist), Sukkur IBA
University, 2017-2021

+ Completed the course ‘Study of U.S. Institute on Comparative Public
Policy for Student Leaders’ at UMASS Amherst Donahue Institute, USA

* Young Champion Officer at IRC & UNICEF, Karachi, Pakistan, leading
UNICEF’s Generation Unlimited Programme since Jun 2023

+ Educational Research Associate at Pakistan Innovation Foundation, Dec
2022-May 2023

+ Trainer for JICA's Light-F Project in Pakistan, focusing on improving
livelihoods of female home-based workers in Sindh from Oct 202-Dec 2022

+ Senior Research Assistant at Aga Khan University, Feb-June 2021

+ Teacher / Observer at EMO Schools Sukkur, Aug 2018-Jun 2021, teaching
Mathematics, Science, and English across grades 4, 8, and 10. Conducted
classroom observations and facilitated e-learning sessions during lockdowns.

+ Winner of Space Week Fiction Story Competition, Sukkur IBA University, Oct 2019

+ Winner of the Presidential Climate Change Challenge, AKU Pakistan

+ Certificate for presenting a research paper at the 8th IAFOR International
Conference on Education in Hawaii (ICE2023)

| can work under pressure, enjoy tackling challenges, and constantly
seek new experiences. Beyond work, | have a passion for travel,
embracing diverse cultures, and savoring unique cuisines.
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