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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRO CHANCELLOR

We all, | suspect, share the higher education and the creation
Chancellor’s belief that tertiary of new knowledge become vital
education is essential for any country  to teaching new ways of thinking,

to prepare effective leaders who will developing critical thinking skills, and
power successful economies, sustain  adjusting to rapid change.

social development, and fuel strong

civil societies. When | reflect on the Princess Zahra Aga Khan

pace of change in today’s world, Pro Chancellor, Aga Khan University
which is accelerated by artificial Convocation 2024

intelligence and the digital world,
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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

What does a great undergraduate
education in the arts and sciences
look like?

It equips students with the intellectual
tools, leadership skills, and ethical
commitment needed to succeed in

a wide range of professions and to
thrive in diverse contexts.

It gives us knowledge of the paths
that different societies have taken
through history, the reasons why
some countries and regions have
achieved widespread prosperity and
some have not, and the means by
which equitable social and economic
progress can be accelerated.

In an age marked both by climate
change and by rapid innovation

in the biological sciences, a great
education provides us with a
deeper understanding of nature. It
introduces us to the complexity and
interdependence of life on earth,

as revealed by fields ranging from
genetics to ecology.

It also invites us to see the world

in a new and unfamiliar light, from
perspectives that alter our sense of
why things are the way they are.

A great arts and sciences education
engages us on every level — as
thinkers and doers, as free individuals
and members of a community —
bringing out our inner artist and
scientist, economist and politician.
Fostering an entrepreneurial outlook
alongside an ethic of service, it
prepares students for leadership,
whether in business, finance, law,
academia, the nonprofit sector, public
service, or any other endeavor.

This is the kind of education that the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences seeks
to offer to talented young women
and men from across the whole of
Pakistan and abroad. A unique and
exciting experience awaits you at
FAS. | encourage you to take full
advantage of it.

Dr Sulaiman Shahabuddin
President, The Aga Khan University
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MESSAGE FROM

THE DEAN

Choosing your university and the
subjects you want to study is one of
the more daunting things students
must do. We can reassure them that
there are many pathways to success
and the undergraduate degree is not
the only thing that will affect their
future career prospects, but for many
people that doesn’t make the decision
any easier or less frightening. The
Arts & Sciences programme ensures
that students’ career options remain
broad. The interdisciplinary nature of
the courses gives graduates a set of
skills and ways of problem-solving
that apply to a broad range of career
pathways. In the Aga Khan University,
we aim to nurture future leaders,

but we don’t mean future “bosses”.
We mean people who can genuinely
lead by example. They will have the
critical problem-solving capacities to
address the most complex problems
facing the world today. We need
graduates who can do more than just
perform a job. We need graduates
who can think collaterally and not be
held back by the received wisdom

that came before them. Many of the
challenges facing humanity today

are unprecedented, so we need to

be able to harness the experience of
the past with innovative and ethical
creativity to generate the solutions for
a better future. AKU Arts & Sciences
graduates will play an important part
in shaping that better future.

Dr Stephen Lyon
Inaugural Dean, Faculty of Arts and
Sciences

aku.edu/faspk 9
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ABOUT AKU

Founded in 1983 as Pakistan’s first
private not-for-profit university,
AKU striving to improve the quality
of life of millions of people in the
developing world and beyond.

We educate students for local

and global leadership through
world class teaching. We deliver
solutions to pressing problems
through cutting edge research.

We empower women, promote
diversity, and strive to ensure

that everyone has access to life
changing opportunities. AKU has
repeatedly demonstrated it can
turn bold plans into remarkable
achievements, and we extend this
trajectory to include one of our
newest academic programmes in
the Arts and Sciences.

aku.edu/faspk




ABOUT THE FACULTY OF
ARTS AND SCIENCES

The mission of the Aga Khan University’s Faculty of Arts and
Sciences (FAS) is to educate youth to become future leaders. It
will develop leaders through a transformative education that is
challenging, stimulating, and mind-opening — one that prepares
graduates for innovative thought and consequential action.

This form of education develops the whole person with a wide-
ranging, multidisciplinary learning experience that equips graduates
for success in whatever career they eventually choose, producing
leaders in every field of human endeavor, for active citizenship, and
meaningful lives.

At FAS, leaders will possess the character and intellectual
capacities necessary to improve people’s lives. They will be
impassioned and well-informed visionaries who say, “We must do
better,” and then take considered action to bring about the future
they wish to see.

To accomplish this, FAS draws on the rich tradition of arts and
sciences education at the highest international standards while
adapting it to local and regional contexts, infusing it with AKU’s
distinctive values of impact, quality, relevance, and access. We
believe the result is one of the most exciting developments in
higher education in Pakistan in recent memory.
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ABOUT THE PROGRAMME

The Bachelor of Studies (BS) in Arts and Sciences at the Faculty of Arts
and Sciences is a transformative four-year undergraduate programme
designed to educate and develop future leaders. The Programme
diverges from traditional professional education models by providing

a broad, interdisciplinary foundation that integrates humanities, social
sciences, and natural sciences. It emphasizes a holistic educational
approach, nurturing the development of the ‘whole person’ by fostering
intellectual capacities, ethical reasoning, and a commitment to active
citizenship and meaningful lives.

The FAS undergraduate degree is a transformative programme. It is a
deeply integrated and holistic academic structure with four connected
principal components. These components balance disciplinary
knowledge with an aspiring general education anchored in practical
learning.

The four components are:

A :
The Core Curriculum
©

EE]
:::";'g

Experiential Learning

(WE Interdisciplinary Majors

%1] Senior Capstone
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CORE CURRICULUM

The Core Curriculum provides students with a broad
and integrative foundation in the arts and sciences.
Comprising 12 required courses and 30 credits, the
Core ensures that all students develop the ability

to think critically, engage with complex ideas, and
express themselves with clarity and precision. Through
an interdisciplinary approach, students cultivate
intellectual flexibility, problem-solving skills, and a
deeper understanding of the world around them.

Structured around five key areas of inquiry, the Core
fosters writing and rhetoric, scientific and quantitative
inquiry, applications of knowledge, ethical and civic
engagement, and arts, humanities, and culture.
Students develop strong analytical and writing skills,
apply scientific and logical reasoning, apply insights
from research and data skills, critically engage with
ethical and civic responsibilities, and explore historical,
artistic, and cultural traditions. The Core connects
theoretical learning with real-world applications,
preparing students to navigate complex societal,
environmental, and ethical challenges.

Rooted in interdisciplinary inquiry, the Core encourages
students to explore multiple ways of thinking and
develop an appreciation for the interconnectedness

of knowledge. By engaging with diverse perspectives,
methodologies, and intellectual traditions, students
gain the skills necessary to assess information
critically, articulate thoughtful insights, and contribute
constructively to academic and professional discourse.
Upon completing the Core, they will be well-equipped
to pursue specialized coursework in their chosen major,
building on the intellectual and analytical foundation
established through these essential courses.

aku.edu/faspk




. FOR MAKING
SCIENCE MATTER

-
yd

INTERDISCIPLINARY
MAJORS

The BS in Arts and Sciences programme offers four
interdisciplinary majors, each designed to equip
students with the analytical and practical skills needed
to navigate complex global and regional challenges:

e Asian and Middle Eastern Studies

e  Environmental Studies

e  Philosophy, Politics, and Economics
e Social Development Studies

Each major builds on critical inquiry, interdisciplinary
analysis, and applied research, helping students
develop a strong theoretical foundation and practical
problem-solving skills. By drawing from multiple
disciplines, students learn to analyze real-world issues
from different perspectives.

aku.edu/faspk

19



20

EXPERIENTIAL
LEARNING

Experiential learning - learning by doing - is
at the heart of our educational approach.
We believe the best learning happens when
students connect ideas to action—linking
classroom knowledge with real-world
experience.

Students engage in hands-on learning through
the Design Laboratory (D-Lab), a creative
space for developing innovative solutions

to pressing social challenges. Beyond the
classroom, an exciting range of co-curricular
clubs offers additional opportunities to build
skills, collaborate, and lead.

Our internship programme is designed to
sharpen both professional and personal

competencies while deepening students’
understanding of the complexities of
community life, social issues, and workplace
dynamics. Placements are offered both
within Pakistan and at international AKU
campuses, giving students valuable exposure
and insight across contexts. Some recent
internship placements include The Dawood
Foundation, Citizens Archive of Pakistan,
World Wildlife Fund, Institute of Global Health
and Development, and Community Health
Sciences.

Experiential learning at FAS also draws on
AKU’s global network to connect students with
outstanding host organizations for meaningful,
high-impact assignments.

aku.edu/faspk




SENIOR CAPSTONE
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6-CREDIT SENIOR
CAPSTONE PROJECT

In their final year, students must complete a 6-credit Senior Capstone Project, serving as the
culmination of their studies in their respective majors. The form of inquiry and presentation
of the project will depend on its topic. This capstone promotes critical thinking, and the
integration of theoretical and practical knowledge, preparing students for future academic
or professional pursuits. Through this experience, students will demonstrate their ability to
conduct original research, critically engage with real-world development challenges, and
contribute substantive scholarship to their respective fields.

aku.edu/faspk
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MESSAGE FROM THE

DIRECTOR OF

UNDERGRADUATE

STUDIES

The BS in Arts and Sciences is
designed for students who are
ready to think across boundaries
and engage deeply with the world
around them.

The challenges we face

today —economic inequality,
environmental collapse, weakened
institutions, and global precarity —
are not distant or abstract. In
Pakistan and across the region,
they are part of everyday life,
shaped by long histories and
experienced unevenly. These
problems defy easy answers and
no single discipline can offer a
comprehensive understanding

of them. Environmental issues

for instance, are never just
scientific—they’re historical,
political, social, and technical

all at once. Responding to this
complexity requires an education
that moves beyond disciplinary
silos.

Rooted in Karachi, Pakistan’s
most diverse city, this programme
encourages students to grapple
with real-world questions

in real time. With a flexible,
interdisciplinary curriculum and
focused majors, students learn
to connect ideas, challenge
assumptions, and imagine
alternative futures.

If you’re looking for an education
that values intellectual curiosity
and critical engagement, we

at FAS invite you to explore

our flagship undergraduate
programme.

Dr Zoya Sameen

Assistant Professor

Director of Undergraduate Studies
Faculty of Arts & Sciences
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ASIAN AND
MIDDLE
EASTERN
STUDIES

The Asian and Middle Eastern Studies
(AMES) maijor offers an interdisciplinary,
regionally focused approach to the
study of Asia and the Middle East.
Moving beyond traditional area studies,
the programme emphasizes thematic
and disciplinary specializations while
maintaining a strong regional core.
Students engage with history, politics,
religion, art, literature, and philosophy,
while integrating research methods and
experiential learning.

e "

The flexible curriculum encourages
intellectual exploration early on, with
foundational courses in critical thinking,
research methodologies, and source
analysis. Advanced coursework builds on
faculty expertise and leads to a capstone
project that demonstrates independent

inquiry.

A key feature of AMES is its transcultural
and comparative perspective, which
challenges Eurocentric narratives by
centering the intellectual traditions of
Asia and the Middle East. Through

this dynamic and rigorous approach,
students develop the analytical tools and
regional insight necessary to engage
complex global questions in meaningful
ways.
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CAREER PATHWAYS

AMES graduates will pursue careers

in academia, journalism, museum
curation, cultural preservation, education,
public policy, and the tech sector. Their
interdisciplinary training and experience
with digital humanities support roles in
cultural analytics, digital archiving, policy
analysis, nonprofit leadership, and media
production.

aku.edu/faspk




ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDIES

The Environmental Studies (ES) major offers

an integrated approach to understanding the
interconnectedness of human health, biodiversity,
and environmental sustainability. The programme
combines biological sciences, ecology, and
environmental policy to explore how living
systems interact in a dynamic world. Students
gain a deep understanding of biological and
environmental systems and the impact of human

activities on these systems across local, regional,
and global scales.

The ES programme also incorporates systems
thinking, where students examine the
interconnectedness of biological, environmental,
and social systems. This approach helps students
understand how factors such as climate, policy,
human behavior, and ecosystems affect planetary
health, preparing them to address challenges with
a holistic, solution-oriented mindset. Students
engage with real-world applications through
environmental data analysis, the development of
sustainable practices, and the evaluation of policy
frameworks aimed at mitigating environmental
degradation. The programme also emphasizes the
long-term consequences of environmental change
and the importance of sustainability.

et i
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CAREER PATHWAYS

Graduates of the Environmental

Studies major contribute to fields

such as conservation, public health,
environmental policy, sustainability
consulting, water engineering and climate
research. Their interdisciplinary training

and systems thinking prepare them to
E.‘.'.:""":" address environmental challenges across
academic, nonprofit, government, and
private sectors.

aku.edu/faspk
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PHILOSOPHY,
POLITICS, AND
ECONOMICS

The Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE)
major fosters ethical leadership in contexts
where institutions are fragile due to weak
governance, mismanagement, or internal and
external pressures. By integrating the strengths
of its three core disciplines, PPE prepares
students to tackle complex societal challenges.
Students learn to connect foundational
concepts—such as justice, freedom, and truth—
with real-world analysis, equipping them for
public service, policymaking, research, and civic
engagement.

Philosophy sharpens critical and ethical
reasoning, exploring key questions about
truth, justice, and knowledge. At FAS, it blends
abstract thinking with practical dialogue to
promote intellectual openness and principled
decision-making.

Politics focuses on institutions, governance,
and power, helping students understand how
decisions are made and their broader impact.
It prepares them to influence policy, strengthen
democracy, and address both global and local
challenges.

Economics examines resource allocation and
market systems, analyzing how policies affect

CAREER PATHWAYS ‘ growth, poverty, and development. Students

gain tools to address global economic issues

Graduates of the PPE major pursue paths in public policy, research, nonprofit leadership, law, and promote sustainable progress.
and governance. With interdisciplinary training in ethics, institutions, and economic systems,

they are prepared to address complex societal issues across government, think tanks, advocacy

organizations, and global development sectors.

aku.edu/faspk 33
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SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT
STUDIES

Social Development Studies is an interdisciplinary
field of study that examines processes of social

and economic change. Combining a range of social
sciences such as anthropology, sociology, psychology,
economics and social work, we seek to understand
and address complex challenges like poverty,
inequality and injustice. The goal is to promote a more
equitable society that empowers individuals to make
positive changes for themselves and others.

Students who choose this major will develop an
in-depth appreciation of the interconnectedness

of social, cultural and economic systems. They will
develop skills for analysing complex problems and
designing effective solutions.

Aga Khan University’s position within the Aga Khan
Development Network offers students a unique
opportunity to learn both practical and theoretical
aspects of social development studies. The AKDN
is made up of distinct agencies that bring together
social, cultural and economic initiatives that aim to
improve people’s economic and social well-being.
SDS majors will have direct access to the people
who work in those AKDN agencies to enhance their
understanding of the possibilities and constraints with
which all development organisations must contend.

CAREER PATHWAYS

Social Development Studies graduates can pursue
a wide range of careers, including roles in policy
making, social research, civil service, education

and other non-profit organisations. The knowledge
and skills developed during the course of an SDS
undergraduate degree enable are particularly
valuable in urban planning, community development
and international development.

aku.edu/faspk




A sample of courses for the core and for each major

COURSES AT A GLANCE

At the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, courses are interdisciplinary,
collaborative, and grounded in real-world challenges. Students learn by
writing, debating, researching, creating, connecting ideas across fields
and linking theory with practice.

Mathematics

Machine Learning

Justice in Pakistan

Political Philosophy

The Core Expository Writing: Critical Thinking: Mathematics for a Analytical Methods
The Art of Argument Reasoning in an Age Changing World
of Misinformation
The Making of Introduction to Engaging with Introduction to
Modern Pakistan Scientific Inquiry Climate Change Data Science
Asian and
Middl What is Thinking Historically: Introduction to The Global Past:
! e Globalization? Foundations and Methods Anthropology Silk Roads
Eastern
Studies /
Histories of Science, Writing Resistance: Digital Humanities The Structure
Environment, and Capitalism Literature of the of Language
Subcontinent
Environmental
s d.o enta Introduction to Biodiversity, Conservation, Environmental Statistics Remote Sensing and GIS
tudies Environmental Sciences and Adaptation
Climate Change Policy Frontiers for a Environmental Molecular Foundations:
and Air Quality Sustainable Future Microbiology Genes, Environment,
and Life
ih:!O.SOphy’ Econometrics International Introduction to Geopolitics
olitics 3 Political Economy Political Theory of East Asia
and Economics
Philosophy of Data Sciences and Gender, Law, and Social and

) 7\ W 7
v @ @ @ @
Social International Development Introduction to Qualitative Research Policy Design:
Development and Policy Sociology Methodologies From Data to Action
Studies
- 17\ N )y
Sustainable Health, Safety, Psychosocial Ecologies of Culture
Development and Environment Pathologies
laimer — We do not guarantee to run every course listed every academic year) qku.edu / fuspk 37




MESSAGE FROM THE
ASSOCIATE DEAN -

RESEARCH

A robust research culture is

baked into every aspect of our
programme. Students are equipped
with a research mindset from the
start, threaded throughout the
programme’s four years. Courses
are led by accomplished researchers
with vibrant research portfolios.
Faculty have access to research
funding, regularly pursue impactful
publications, and provide services
to various research and professional
communities. This expertise is
brought to the center of their
respective pedagogies, thereby
providing a stimulating and research-
intensive learning environment that
is up-to-date and grounded in the
field. Moreover, our faculty regularly
communicate their research through
the “Faculty Talks” initiative in the
D-Lab. Our students have access

to internship opportunities and
research collaborations, course-
based training in qualitative and
quantitative methodologies in the
social sciences, laboratory work and
residential retreats for research in

human and environmental biology.
Research support services are
provided from our internal research
board as students move through

the various stages of their own
independent inquiry-based research
projects toward the fourth-year senior
capstone.

Dr Duane Rousselle
Associate Dean — Research
Faculty of Arts & Sciences
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THE DESIGN
LABORATORY (D-LAB)

The D-Lab is our innovation hub—a dynamic space where

ideas move beyond the classroom and connect with the world.

It brings together curious and creative students, research
institutes, faculty, staff and community partners to collaborate on
solutions to the urgent challenges facing our region, country, and
world.

In the D-Lab, you will find a lively mix of workshops, guest
lectures, roundtable discussions, community presentations,

and hands-on group projects. It also serves as an incubator for
ideas, providing opportunities for case-based learning, service
learning and real-world problem-solving that complement your
coursework.

A highlight of the D-Lab is our “in-residence” programme, where
impactful community leaders work side-by-side with students

in semester-long drop-in sessions, mentorship circles and
leadership workshops —creating a unique space for inspiration,
learning, and change.

aku.edu/faspk M



FAS LIBRARY

The Faculty of Arts and Sciences library, situated on

the twelfth floor of the University Centre, serves as a

central learning hub for students engaged in research

and academic projects. This library features a welcoming
atmosphere and offers stunning views of AKU and the
surrounding cityscape. This library has various spaces
featuring comfortable study areas, individual study carrels,
and media group study rooms equipped with writing boards
and 60-inch LED screens for online classes/presentations.
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The FAS library boasts a collection of resources, including
250,000 e-books, 10,000 online journals, 10 online
databases, three international newspapers, an online
magazine, and a growing print collection. The library
subscribe databases include a diverse array of resources,
such as Research4Life, EBSCOhost Academic Collection,
eHRAF Archaeology, eHRAF World Cultures, JSTOR,
ScienceDirect, SocINDEX with Full Text (EBSCOhost),
Taylor & Francis, Wiley Online Library, The Economist, The
New York Times, The Diplomat, and The Financial Times.
The library’s online resources are accessible through the
AKU Library Discovery Service. The library has created
online guides on Anthropology, Economics, and Sociology
to assist students.
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Furthermore, the library is equipped with the Radio
Frequency ldentification (RFID) system. It features two
20-inch touchscreen self-check Kiosks, enhancing and
empowering users’ experiences. A 45-inch Z-shaped digital
kiosk is available for easy and seamless access to library
resources. The library organizes engaging activities, such
as book talks, book swaps, and book launches, providing
students with opportunities to participate and get involved.
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HALLMARKS OF FAS
GRADUATES

An FAS education culminates in graduates who are equipped to
lead, innovate, and serve in an interconnected world. FAS graduates
embody a unique combination of skills and values, enabling them to
not only succeed but also lead with conscience and purpose.

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION
Capable of articulating complex ideas clearly and persuasively across
various platforms, from written to spoken and visual communication.

ETHICAL LEADERSHIP

Demonstrate integrity, independent ethical reasoning, and a
commitment to acting with honesty and responsibility in all aspects
of life.

ENGAGEMENT WITH PLURALISM

Skilled in rethinking problems, adapting ideas across contexts,
and understanding diverse perspectives to foster innovation and
collaboration.

OBJECTIVE REASONING
Committed to contributing to the greater good, with an awareness of
the human and environmental impact of their actions.

CREATIVITY

Creativity helps to adapt ideas, see through diverse perspectives,
and understand unfamiliar worldviews with empathy across cultures
and disciplines.

ENTREPRENEURIAL OUTLOOK

Embrace calculated risks and innovation, ready to tackle challenges
and create new possibilities across disciplines, from business to
science and the arts.

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE
Lead with a focus on service to others, upholding high principles and
using their knowledge to positively influence communities.

SERVING COMMUNITIES
Committed to contributing to the greater good, with an awareness of
the human and environmental impact of their actions.

A Lifelong Commitment to Change

Through its innovative curriculum, global engagement, and unwavering
commitment to social responsibility, the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at Aga Khan
University prepares students to thrive not only as professionals but as change-
makers. Whether in public service, research, entrepreneurship, or beyond, FAS
alumni will be prepared to enrich the intellectual, cultural, and civic life of their
communities—and of the world.




STUDENT

TESTIMONIAL

Choosing the programme at
FAS, AKU was motivated by my
desire to learn in a supportive
and high-quality environment.
Since joining, | have grown a
lot—not only in my academic
skills but also personally and
professionally. The professors are
very knowledgeable and caring,
and the courses challenge me to
think deeply. The facilities and
opportunities to connect with
other students and experts have
been very helpful.

As a student from Afghanistan,
coming to Pakistan and joining

FAS, AKU has unveiled a

world brimming with endless
possibilities. To anyone thinking
about this programme, | would
say it is a great place to grow
and prepare for your future.
The experience here is valuable
and will open many doors. |

am grateful to be part of this
community.

Mugadasa Faqiri
Student - Class of 2028
Faculty of Arts & Sciences

aku.edu/faspk




STUDENT
TESTIMONIAL

Attending the Faculty of Arts

and Sciences at AKU has been

a highly rewarding experience.
As a second-year undergraduate
student of Environmental Studies,
| was attracted to the programme
by its interdisciplinary nature

and emphasis on both scientific
inquiry and social relevance.

The supportive teaching staff,
challenging courses, and access
to cutting-edge laboratories
have all been instrumental in

my personal and academic
development. I've been able

to apply what I've learned
through hands-on activity, pose
questions that mean something,
and investigate real-world
environmental issues from diverse
angles.

FAS stands out from the rest

with its focus on curiosity, critical
thinking, and collaboration. The
sense of community here—
among students and faculty—is
something that makes it feel like a
place where ideas are encouraged
and fostered.

To any prospective student
considering this programme: if
you’re searching for a learning
experience beyond textbooks,
that pushes you to think critically,
and that prepares you to make a
positive difference in the world,
then FAS at AKU is where you
need to be.

Shaharyar Amin Morani
Student - Inaugural Class
Faculty of Arts & Sciences
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APPLYING TO THE FAS

FAS will follow a two-stage admission process.

STAGE ONE

1.
2.

Candidates will be invited to apply online.

Candidates who are taking their Higher Secondary Certificate
examinations in the summer of the application year (2026) will be able to
apply provisionally.

Candidates are required to submit their Secondary and Higher Secondary
School marksheets depending on their high school completion status.
Candidates are required to submit their SAT-1 Score (as per AKU
requirements)

All eligible applicants will write the Accuplacer Test: English as a Second
Language (ESL) and the Quantitative Reasoning, Algebra, and Statistics
test resources are available here:

https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/accuplacer/pdf/accuplacer-esl-tests-
sample-questions.pdf

https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/accuplacer/pdf/next-generation-
sample-questions-quantitati ve-reasoning.pdf

The Admissions test for candidates applying to the Bachelor of Studies at
the FAS will be administered at centers identified by the University in the
application form.

STAGE TWO

1.

The AKU Test will be a key determining factor in shortlisting candidates for

Stage Two evaluation.

In addition to attending two independent interviews, shortlisted candidates

will be requested to submit the following:

a. Personal statement (guiding questions will be provided). Candidates
will be requested to write this prior to attending the interview.

b. Official transcripts from each college or university previously attended,
with notarized English translation of documents, if the documents are
in a language other than English.

ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY

Candidates following any system of education may
apply to the programmes offered by the FAS, if they
meet any of the eligibility requirements.

There are no specific subject requirements.
Candidates applying provisionally must submit

transcripts to meet the minimum requirements of
eligibility by the deadline to confirm admissions.

For specific eligibility and admissions queries,
email fas.query@aku.edu

For more information about admissions
including eligibility criteria, visit

https://www.aku.edu/admissions/documents /
admission-information-fas-bs.pdf

TIMELINE

Applications Open

October 05, 2025

Applications Closed

January 27, 2026

Submission of SAT | Scores

March 18, 2026

Admission test

March 28, 2026

Interviews

April, 2026

First Set of Offers

Mid-May, 2026

Classes Begin

August, 2026
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FEES AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

FAS is committed to ensuring that families with limited means are financially supported. As such,

students who are selected but unable to meet the entire cost of education to study at FAS will have
the opportunity to apply for financial assistance packages. Financial assistance is in the form of grant
in-aid, loans, and student scholarships.

Particulars Frequency Year 2026 - PKR Year 2026 - USD $

Application Fee One time

Admission Fee One time

Security Deposit

(Refundable) Refundable 17000 230

Student Health Fees Annual

Graduation Fee

Student Activity Fee Annual 4000 30

Physical Examination One time

Student Immunization fees

NOTES

1. Residential countries include Afghanistan, Burundi, Kenya, Pakistan, Rwanda, Tanzania, and
Uganda.

2. Candidates categorized as ‘non-residential’ are required to pay their fees in US dollars.

Tuition fees may be paid in monthly instalments.

All one-time fees must be paid at the time of admission. Applicable taxes will be charged as

per Income Tax rules.

5. Students will be billed for actual utilization of the air conditioning.

Hostel Fee* Monthly 41000 370

Hostel air-conditioning
charges (Fixed & Variable)

Monthly 17000 74

w

B

Tuition and University fee Annual 2124000 14400
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MEET THE FACULTY

The women and men who teach the FAS curriculum are world-renowned for their Meet the Faculty Learn more at
instructional skills, research contributions and expertise in interdisciplinary studies in www.aku.edu/faspk/people
the arts and sciences.

Core Faculty: Arts and Sciences

o

L4 : ; . .
Dr Fozia . .
Dr Stephen Lyon FI?:; Dsusae?lz g ;:ggﬁ Parveen Dr Farah Nisar Rahedeen Saadia Asad Umme Farwah
u Shamsher Ali Pathan Halai
Professor and Dean Associate Dean Director of Assistant Professor Assistant Lecturer Senior Instructor Sessional Faculty Sessional Faculty
of Research and Undergraduate Studies ELE Net
Associate Professor and Assistant Professor
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Professor and Director
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Assistant Professor
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Assistant Professor,
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the Aga Khan Library

External Visiting Faculty
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Visiting Assistant
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Dr James
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Professor Emeritus,
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Bolognani
Visiting Lecturer

Dr Carl Amhrein

Professor Emeritus

Dr Hadi Enayat Dr Sanaa Alimia
Assistant Professor,

Institute for the Study
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Assistant Professor,
Institute for the Study
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Otterbeck
Professor, Institute for
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Dr Noriko
Sato
Visiting Faculty

Dr Mehtab Syed
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Professor Emeritus

Education and Learning,
Institute for the Study
of Muslim Civilisations

Centre for Digital
Humanities, Institute
of Studies of Muslim
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Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and Aga
Khan Programme for
Islamic Architecture
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FACULTY TESTIMONIAL

The idea of entering classrooms,
supporting students in their
learning journey, and witnessing
their growth and success while
recognizing the role we play as
teachers is incredibly important
to me. | have seen firsthand how
far a student can progress when
the right kind of content is brought
into the classroom and contextual
challenges are addressed through
proper mentorship. That said,

as teachers, we only contribute
to half of the success in the
classroom; the other half comes
from the students themselves.

It is every teacher’s dream to
have students who not only
engage with the content but also
challenge and inspire us in our
own creative process which is

why our incoming students are
as important to us as current
students.

As a faculty member in
Environmental Studies, | assure
you that we are committing
ourselves to the kind of teaching
and research that is needed in
Pakistan, the Global south, and
the world.

Dr Fozia Parveen
Assistant Professor
Faculty of Arts & Sciences

aku.edu/faspk
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ACADEMIC SUPPORT
AND STUDENT LIFE

ACADEMIC AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT

Students are supported throughout, in studying, writing, reading, and communicating for
academic purposes. Advisers are assigned to students to guide where these inputs will be
necessary, for course development, the selection of majors, to process the outcomes of
internships, for career counselling, and more.

CAMPUS LIFE

At FAS, student life is a vibrant blend of academics, extracurricular activities, and
community engagement. The Office of Student Experience is pivotal in fostering a holistic
environment where students can thrive beyond the classroom. With diverse student
societies, FAS offers opportunities for students to explore their passions, develop new
skills, and build lasting connections. Existing clubs and organisations provide a platform
for students to express themselves while encouraging innovation and entrepreneurship,
enabling students to propose and establish new societies that cater to emerging interests.

From organizing events and conferences, like the AKU Model United Nations, to launching
new initiatives, such as the Explorer’s Club, FAS students are driven to make a lasting
impact. The Office of Student Experience supports students in amplifying their voices

—= \ through leadership roles and supports them in experiential learning projects. With
access to comprehensive support services, including health, counselling, and wellness
programmes, students are empowered to prioritize their well-being and achieve
their full potential.
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Faculty of Arts and Sciences
University Center, Stadium Road
P.O. Box 3500

Karachi 74800. Pakistan

® FAS.query@aku.edu (admissions queries)

= fas@aku.edu (all other queries)

= www.aku.edu/faspk

@ https://www.facebook.com/akufaspakistan/

https://www.instagram.com/akufaspk/
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