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GREETINGS FROM THE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT 
 

Welcome to the Aga Khan University, a university dedicated 

to empowering people with the knowledge, skills and values 

to guide their own destinies, and to make their rightful 

contributions as members of a global community. From the 

mandate of its charter, to the reality of its people, 

programmes and sites, AKU is an international university, 

operating in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Kenya, Tanzania, 

Uganda and the United Kingdom. An agency of the Aga 

Khan Development Network, the University has built over 

four decades a reputation for excellence in teaching, learning, 

research and health care delivery, and for catalyzing positive change. We are proud of the role 

our graduates play in improving institutions and quality of life around the world. 

 

Our faculty and staff share in the pride of our graduates, as today we recognize their mastery of 

their field of study, which, at AKU, means mastery at an international standard.  To the 

graduates and their families: this is a day of great celebration.  We know that you have earned 

your degree through dedication, hard work and meritorious performance. Congratulations. 
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INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY  

(EDUCATION) 

 

Afsar Uddin s/o Salah Uddin Nadia Qutbuddin Mitha 

Aftab Karim Noman s/o Nadir Ali 

Anum d/o Zulfiquar Ali Saleh Muhammad Nooreen d/o Aziz Ahmed Sahito 

Arzoo d/o Nooruddin Saleema Bano d/o Muhammad Raza Baig 

Habiba Iqbal Saniya d/o Mohammad Farooq 

Humera d/o Ghulam Nabi Abro Shah Khan 

Kadija Gul Shahnoor Amin Jaffer 

Karamat Ali Urooj d/o Liaquat Ali Khowaja 

Mashroofa d/o Navroz Ali Wadhwani Nimarta 

Muhammad Taimoor Khan Niazi Zubaida Kamaluddin 

 

MASTER OF EDUCATION 

 

Abad Ali Shah Nooreen Nizam 

Abdul Jabar s/o Zar Wali Rubina d/o Nawab Khan 

Bibi Raihan d/o Shukoor Murad Ruby Bano 

Jamila Khanum Safina Shaheen 

Laila Bibi d/o Anwar Ali Khan Sartaj Wali 

Mehrunisa d/o Awliat Khan Shahina Bibi d/o Mirza Muhammad Khan 

Munika Issa Shahzadi Anwari 

Najma Begum Zainab Bi d/o Ehsan Ali 

Nazia Mir d/o Mir Muhammad Khan  

 

  



5 

 

INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF  

MUSLIM CIVILISATIONS 
 

(LONDON, UK) 

 

MASTER OF ARTS 

(MUSLIM CULTURES) 

 

Ainoon Aleem 

Alae El Ouazzani  

Bridget Lane Drager 

Cimone Firdaus Rajan  

Fareah Futun Fysudeen Mansoor 

Fatemeh Roughanchian Roudsari 

George Beck IV 

Nayal Lalani 

Nooruddin Malak 

Rabiea Ashraf 

Rumana Badar Malak 

Seyedabdol Hossein Mousavi Rokni 

Shireen Zaineb 

Yusuf Murtaza Umrethwala 
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MEDICAL COLLEGE 
 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  

(HEALTH SCIENCES) 

 

Khalid Ahmed 

(Specialisation: Biological Sciences) 
 

Thesis: Assessing the Role of Epstein-Barr Virus in the Development  

and Progression of Prostate Carcinoma. 
 

Supervisor: Dr Syed Hani Abidi 

 

Shahan Waheed 

(Specialisation: Clinical Sciences) 
 

Thesis: Derivation and Validation of the Difficult Airway Physiological Score (DAPS)  

Among Adults in the Emergency Department. 
 

Supervisor: Dr Asad Mian 

 

Zehra Jamil 

(Specialisation: Biological Sciences) 
 

Thesis: Interaction of gut Microbiome with intestinal epithelium  

in Children with Environmental Enteric Dysfunction. 
 

Supervisor: Dr Najeeha Iqbal 

 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY  

(BIOLOGICAL AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES) 

 

Asif Ahmad 

Ayesha Siddiqua 

Hareem Nizam 

Hareem Siddiqui 

Laiba Rehmat 

Mishal Shaheen 

Nazia Jan 

Nida Syed Sadiq Ali Shah 

Samreen Feroz 

Shazveen Saleem 

Sofia Yaqoob 

Susheel Fatima 

Zabrain Gul 
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MEDICAL COLLEGE 
 

MASTER OF SCIENCE  

(EPIDEMIOLOGY AND BIOSTATISTICS) 
 

Aisha Siddiqui Naima Nizami 

Armish Hassan Naureen Rehman 

Arsala Jameel Farooqui Nimra Anwar 

Ashlesha Pal Noor Ul Ain Altaf 

Aysha Arif Qazi Paras Shakeel 

Fareeha Abdul Jabbar Pashmina Roohi 

Haaris Mahmood Rufaida Riaz Ali 

Jannat Khurram Latif Saniya Siraj 

Khadija Dhedhi Sarosh Sher Ali 

Komal d/o Abdul Rahim Zeeshan Ahsan 

Muzna Hashmi  

 

MASTER OF SCIENCE  

(HEALTH POLICY AND MANAGEMENT) 

 

Faiza Deedar Ali 

Maaz Ul Islam 

Muhammad Fahim 

  

MASTER OF HEALTH POLICY AND MANAGEMENT   

 

Ameer Ali s/o Abdul Hameed Poonawala Nighat Nisa 

Amir Sharif Sadaf Nadir Jamal 

Aqsa Abdul Ghaffar Sadia Batool 

Armeen Abdul Malik Sawiz Shabbir Noor Ali 

Faiza Nawaz Syeda Sheereen Shoaib 

Fizza Islam Tahira Hasham 

Hammad Muhammad Jawaid Tansheet Sultana Siddiqui 

Khola Lakhani Umesh Kumar 

Mahnoor Zahid Uzma Nizar 

Marium Moin Yusra Kanwal 

Muhammad Jawad Yousfani Zoya Fatima 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

MEDICAL COLLEGE 
 

MASTER OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS EDUCATION 

 

Agha Mohammad Raza 

Aliya Islam 

Ambreen Khursheed Haider 

Amna Butt 

Asiyah Aman 

Atif Mahmood 

Ayesha Malik 

Fadieleh Aidrus 

Faria Khan 

Farida Ali Jawad 

Fauzia Haji Muhammad 

Jamshad Ahmed 

Juzer Shabbir 

Khalid Hussain 

Momina Akram 

Muhammad Ahsan Naseer 

Muhammad Waqas Ayub 

Muhammad Yawar Khan 

Nazish Shahani 

Rabia Anis 

Sadia Shaukat Ali 

Sadiya Butt 

Saima Murad 

Shazia Junejo 

Shazia Masheer 

Syed Muhammad Azfar 

Tahera Ayub 

Uzma Chishti 

Yusra Nasir 
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MEDICAL COLLEGE 
 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN PUBLIC HEALTH 

 

Ammara Muzammil 

Asma Moez Ali 

Dania Mushtaq Ahmed Khan 

Farhat Ul Ain Naeem Akhtar 

Fizza Khan 

Hamda Aftab 

Hina Sharif 

Ishrat Fatima 

Kinza Habib Ghauri 

Lamha Saleem Sayani 

Maira Mubashir 

Marium Hasan Rizvi 

Masauda Shahzad 

Muhammad Hammash Ahmed 

Rachna Udhister 

Wajiha Masood Kazmi 

Wazhma Khan 

 

ADVANCED DIPLOMA 

(HEALTH PROFESSIONS EDUCATION) 

 

Marvi Masood Farooqui 

Muhammad Yahya Noori 

Soobia Rehman 
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MEDICAL COLLEGE 
 

BACHELOR OF MEDICINE, BACHELOR OF SURGERY 

 

Abdul Basit Afzal Hibba Erum Arif 

Abdullah s/o Muhammad Umer Iqra Fatima Munawar Ali 

Absam Akbar Izza Tahir 

Aden Javed Javeria Bilal Qamar 

Adnan Qadir Memon Javeria Javed 

Ahmad Jan Anab Kamila Nabi 

Ahsan Raza Raja Khushal Ali Khan 

Aiman Sultan Laeba Hussain 

Aleena Asif Mabrooka Kazi 

Ali Hyder Maham Jaskani 

Altamash Shahriyar Ghazanfar Maheen Zakaria 

Aly Hamza Khowaja Mahnoor Javaid 

Alyna Khan Mahnoor Khalid 

Amir Aibani Malik Isa Shaukat 

Anoosha Marium Malik Muhammad Hamza Khan 

Areesha Ahmer Maryam Ali Chaudry 

Astad Yazdi Sidhwa Mina Karim 

Ayesha Siddiq Mohammad Rafai Babar 

Ayush Kumar Mohammad Umair Khan 

Bushra Emman Mohammad Umer Khan 

Fareeha Nisar Muhammad Abdullah Ibraheem 

Fatima Yasin Muhammad Bin Nasir 

Fatima Zahra Muhammad Daniyal Tanweer 

Haania Rizwan Muhammad Hamza 

Hafsa Khan Tareen Muhammad Hashir Khan 

Haleema Sadia Muhammad Jawad Amin Malik 

Hamna Ganny Muhammad Muneeb Khan Bozai 

Hamza Bin Amir Muhammad Mushahid Hussain Rizvi 

Hamza Hashmi Muhammad Mustafa Habib 

Hamza Sajid Dhakam Muhammad Omar 

Hamza Siddique Muhammad Sufian 

Hasan Tauqeer Muhammad Umar Tariq 

Hawra Hussain Muhammad Usman Hussain Ansari 
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MEDICAL COLLEGE 
 

BACHELOR OF MEDICINE, BACHELOR OF SURGERY 

 

Muhammad Uzair Syeda Fatima Shariq 

Muhammad Uzair Umaima Riaz 

Murtuza Hassan Wahab Fazal 

Nauyaan Ahmed Qureshi Zahra Fatima Rahmatullah 

Nimra Iqbal Zahra Iftikhar 

Noor-Us-Sabahat Zahra Saeed Ahmed 

Noreen Zia Zaibunnisa Kamran 

Priya Ashok Kumar Zainab Umar 

Rayyan Qureshi Zenab Maroof Khan 

Saiqa Khan Zoha Bilal 

Sameen Nasir Zulfiqar Haider Jogezai 

Samreen Aamir Amna Rashid Hanfee  

Sarim Raheel Arsalan Ahmad Butt  

Shahnoor Ahmed Kinzah Razzak Ghazi  

Sonia Pirzada Zoha Qureshi  

Syed Abbas Moazzam Kazmi Ali Hussain Ansari  

Syed Hamza Sohail Muhammad Waleed Chaudhry  

Syed Muhammad Aqeel Abidi  

 

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE IN DENTAL HYGIENE 

 

Ali Khan 

Gatwiri Bridget P 

Gultaj Rani 

Ismail Shakir 

Nighat Alam 

Nooreen Ahmed 

Sharmeen Jawaid Hussain 

Tazeen Zaheer 

Zeeba Amir 
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SCHOOL OF NURSING AND MIDWIFERY 
 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  

(HEALTH SCIENCES) 

 

Sajid Iqbal 

(Specialisation: Nursing) 
 

Thesis: Culturally Tailored Smoking Cessation Interventions for Patients with Smoking-Related 

Health Risks in Karachi, Pakistan: A Mixed Methods Approach. 
 

Supervisor: Dr Rubina Barolia 

 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 

 

Afroza d/o Tajuddin Neelam Javed 

Afshan Akber Noureen Amin 

Aftab Ahmad Rabia d/o Salim Rashid 

Aisha d/o Javed Khowaja Rahila Rashid 

Aminullah s/o Zahir Shah Rahila Tasleem 

Aneela Ilyas Riaz Ahmad 

Gulnar d/o Barket  Ali Rozina d/o Mehmood Muhammed Ali  

Hafsa Aziz                                     Bhimani 

Ibrahim Shah Mehdi Muhammad 

Irfan Ullah s/o Mujib Ur Rahman Saeed Ahmad 

Jehan Gir s/o Abdur Rashid Saifullah s/o Saiful Malook 

Kamran Akhtar Salma Nawaaz 

Kanwal Fatima Samira Ahmed Ali 

Khan Zeb s/o Ghulam Sarwar Sandal d/o Anwer Ali 

Khurshed Ali s/o Abdur Rashid Sani-E-Zehra d/o Ahmed Nawaz Abbasi 

Kiran Bano Sarfaraz s/o Akhter Monir 

Kiran d/o Karim Shabila d/o Shamsher Ali 

Komal d/o Noor Ali Shafiq Ur Rahman s/o Ghani Rahman 

Mahrukh Mohammad Rafiq Sharifa d/o Nooruddin 

Mudasir Mustafa Sheeraz Anum 

Muhammad Mudasar Ubedullah s/o Ali Muhammad Rahimoon 

Muhammad Tariq Uzma Akhtar 

Nabila Salim Ali Uzma Bibi d/o Ghani Khan 

Nadia d/o Ramzan Rajab Ali Vijay Kumar 

Nazeer Ali s/o Wazeer Ali Buriro Waqar Qamar 

Nazlin d/o Ramzan Ali  
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SCHOOL OF NURSING AND MIDWIFERY 
 

POST-RN BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 

 

Abdul Rehman Khan Samina Begum 

Alaina d/o Maqbool Saniya d/o Shoukat 

Ali Mehmood Shahina d/o Inayat Ali 

Elisheba d/o Jonathan Rajender Shahtaj d/o Hakim Ali 

Farhana Mehtab Sunita d/o Pyar Ali 

Kanwal d/o Feroz Ali Sunny s/o Hira 

Mehwish Javed Vijay Kumar 

Nasim Akhtar  

 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 

 

Abid Ali Areena Rizwan 

Afaq Alam Arif Hussain 

Afsana d/o Sultan Wali Khan Asiya d/o Hussain Pardhan 

Alam Naz Atiqa Momin 

Alina Hassan Atiya Karim 

Alishah Aslam Atiya d/o Aziz Ur Rehman 

Aliyan s/o Rehmat Khan Ayesha Sana 

Aliza Akber Bibi Khadija 

Amber d/o Bahader Shah Bushra Jalal 

Amrina Afshan Bushra Kiran 

Aneed Khush Jan Dilnasheen d/o Nazir Ahmed 

Anila Parveen Erum Nadir 

Anita Hussain Faiza Amin 

Anita d/o Hussain Ullah Baig Fakira Faiz 

Anjila d/o Saeed Farhan Ali 

Anjum Zahir Farina Qurban 

Anmol Gulzar Fatiha Naz 

Anmol Mir Fatima Syed 

Annum Annie Subhani Feruza Khalid 

Anusha d/o Bahadur Ali Fouzia d/o Barkat Ali 

Aqeel Muhammad Hameed Punjani 

Aqeela d/o Kiramuddin Hasina Parvez 

Aqsa d/o Muhammad Riaz Hasnain Akbar 
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SCHOOL OF NURSING AND MIDWIFERY 
 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 

 

Hina Azam Maria Iqbal 

Hina Naz Meher Angeez Hussam 

Hira Munawar Mehjura Mehman 

Hira Samad Mehran Bibi 

Hira Bulbul Mehrina Kawser 

Huma Rani Mehvish d/o Muhammad Aslam 

Humaira Karim Mubashir Ahmad 

Imal Karam Muhammad Kashif Khan 

Imrana Shaheen Muhammad Sufyan 

Inayat Ud Din Muhsina Parveen 

Irfan s/o Jan Muhammad Mukhtarima Zainab 

Ishaq Ahmad Munazza Amjad 

Ishrat Fatima Mustafa Saiyoum 

Jasmine Asif Dhanani Naila d/o Hussainullah Baig 

Kainat d/o Rizwan Naseeba d/o Salim 

Karima Bibi Nasheeman Salah 

Karishma d/o Gohar Shah Nazia Hayder 

Khalida Rehman Nazra Bano 

Khushbakht Fatima Neeha d/o Hiranand 

Kiran Issani Neha Iqbal Hassan Ali 

Koonj d/o Danish Rehman Nelofer Akhtar 

Mahak Mehdi Niaz Ud Din 

Maheen Akbar Nida Liaquat 

Mahnoor d/o Murad Ali Nighat d/o Fazal Karim 

Maliha Gul Nisha Alam 

Maria Hussain Nisha d/o Imam Yar Baig 
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SCHOOL OF NURSING AND MIDWIFERY 
 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING 

 

Nurmeen d/o Anwar Ali Sehrish Sohrab 

Nuzhat d/o Farid Khan Sereena d/o Barkat 

Refa Mubarak Ali Shabina Habib 

Remsha Karim Shahabullah s/o Badshah Gul 

Riaz Ahmad Shahana Karam 

Riaz Ali Khan Shahina Ali 

Rizwan Karim Shahina Bibi 

Rizwana d/o Khushan Baig Shamsia Bibi 

Rubika Safdar Shehla Parveen 

Rubina Bano Shigufta Jamil 

Saba Khan Sonia Aman 

Sabeen Mansoor Sonia Hakeem 

Sadia Bibi Sonia Iqbal 

Sadia Jalal Sooman d/o Minhas 

Saeeda Batool Sultana Arzoo 

Saiful Islam Syed Ihtisham Ali 

Saima Akber Tajwar d/o Zameen Khan 

Saira Parveen Tasmina d/o Ashmari Khan 

Sajid Hussain Ulfat Khowaja 

Sandhiya d/o Fateh Ali Uzair Ali 

Sania Hussain Uzma d/o Madad Khan 

Sara d/o Amin Mohammad Zahid Anwar 

Sara d/o Aziz Abdullah Moosa Bhai Zeenat Numa 

Sartaj Rahim Zehra d/o Al Karim Gillani 

Sehar Aslam Zoya d/o Zulfiqar Ali 
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UNIVERSITY AWARDS OF DISTINCTION 
 

AWARD OF DISTINCTION 

Recognise individuals who have contributed constructively and consistently  

to the development of the University 
 

Dr Adil Hussain Haider 

Medical College, Pakistan 
 

Dr Eunice Wambui Ndirangu-Mugo 

Medical College, East Africa 

 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING  

Recognise sustained excellence in teaching and teaching leadership at the University 

 

Dr Muhammad Rizwan Khan 

Medical College, Pakistan 

 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH 

Recognise research achievements and contributions to the development of  

a strong research culture at the University 

 

Dr Shabina Ariff 

 Medical College, Pakistan 
 

 Dr Sarah Saleem 

Medical College, Pakistan 
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UNIVERSITY AWARDS OF DISTINCTION 
 

INNOVATION IMPACT AWARD OF DISTINCTION  

Recognise significant contributions to bring impactful change in the University 

 

Dr Muzdalifat Salim Abeid 

 Medical College, East Africa 

 

UNIVERSITY CAREER RECOGNITIONS 
 

DISTINGUISHED UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR   

Recognise distinguished services rendered and outstanding contributions to the University 

 

Dr Asad Jamil Raja 

Medical College, East Africa 

 

PROFESSOR EMERITUS / PROFESSOR EMERITA 

Recognise distinguished services rendered and outstanding contributions to the University 

 

Dr Fauzia Anis Khan 

Medical College, Pakistan 
 

Dr Carl G. Amrhein 

 Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Pakistan 
 

Dr Anwar Ali Siddiqui 

 Medical College, Pakistan 
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UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

  

Mr. Zakir Mahmood, Chairman 

Former President and Chief Executive Officer, Habib Bank Limited 

  
Princess Zahra Aga Khan 

Member, Aga Khan Development Network Board of Directors 

  
Dr Lisa Anderson 

Former President, American University in Cairo  

  
Dr M. Elizabeth Cannon, OC 

President Emerita, University of Calgary 

  
Dr Julie A. Freischlag 

Chief Executive Officer, Atrium Health Wake Forest Baptist,  

Dean, Wake Forest School of Medicine 

Chief Academic Officer, Atrium Health Enterprise 

 
Mr. Justice Muhammad Junaid Ghaffar 

Judge, High Court of Sindh 

 
Mr. Badaruddin F. Vellani 

Senior Partner, Vellani & Vellani 
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UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
  

Mr. Naguib Kheraj, CBE  

Chairman, Rothesay Limited 

Chairman of Petershill Partners 

Adviser to Queensway Group 

  
Mr. Amin Mawji, OBE  

Diplomatic Representative, AKDN Kenya and Uganda 

Former Partner, Ernst & Young 

  
Dr Afaf Meleis 

Dean Emerita and Professor of Nursing & Sociology, University of Pennsylvania &  

Professor Emerita, University of California, San Francisco 

  
Honorable Mohamed Chande Othman 

Former Chief Justice, Tanzania 

  
Dr António Manuel Bensabat Rendas 

Former Rector, NOVA University of Lisbon 

  
Dr Sulaiman Shahabuddin 

President and CEO, Aga Khan University 
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GREETINGS FROM ALUMNI AFFAIRS 
 

Congratulations on your graduation and for completing a challenging journey embarked 

upon years ago.  

Although your days as a student at AKU may officially be over, you will always remain a 

valued member of the AKU family.  

At this landmark 40th Anniversary Convocation, we welcome you as a member of the Aga 

Khan University Alumni Association. Its membership includes all graduates of AKU, who 

are making an impact in more than 50 countries around the world. As an alumnus/alumna 

you will benefit from this extraordinary community of AKU alumni that will provide 

lasting friendships, and opportunities for professional and social networking.   

The Office of Alumni Affairs looks forward to staying in touch as you embark on this 

exciting new journey. Working closely with alumni, we organise a rich variety of 

programmes, activities, and reunions for our alumni community. 

We also keep you updated through diverse communications, including the AKU alumni 

webpages (www.aku.edu/alumni) and through social media, where you can follow news 

from your campus. We encourage you to create a LinkedIn profile which will help you to 

expand your professional links with AKU and with your fellow alumni. 

AKU benefits enormously from the continuous involvement of its alumni. Many are faculty 

and staff, others are volunteers, mentors, and donors, who share their expertise, advice and 

support to advance the mission of their alma mater.     

Today, as you join a community of inspiring and outstanding alumni, we know that you, 

in your own way, will make an impact and carry forward the mission and values of AKU.    

Congratulations, once again!  

To reach us anytime, please email us at alumni@aku.edu. 

  

http://www.aku.edu/alumni
mailto:alumni@aku.edu
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THE AGA KHAN UNIVERSITY 
 

The Aga Khan University is a pioneering institution of higher education, research and 

health care delivery that works to improve quality of life in Asia, Africa and beyond. We 

educate leaders, generate life-saving knowledge and set an example that raises standards in 

the societies in which we work. We empower women, serve the disadvantaged, enhance 

appreciation of pluralism and partner with renowned organizations and the public sector 

to address problems that affect millions of people.  

  

A not-for-profit institution, AKU was founded in 1983 by its Chancellor, His Highness the 

Aga Khan, who charged it with “preparing men and women to play constructive, 

worthwhile and responsible roles in society” and with “setting the highest standards 

possible, whether in teaching, in research or in service.” 

  

AKU began life as a health-sciences university. With Schools of Nursing and Midwifery, 

Medical Colleges and an array of health-focused research centres, it has been ranked among 

the world’s leading universities in several fields of medicine, and has had a transformative 

impact on the nursing profession. Having expanded substantially both geographically and 

academically since its founding, the University is now also well-known for its efforts to 

improve primary and secondary education through its Institutes for Educational 

Development and the AKU Examination Board; for the scholarly excellence of its Institute 

for the Study of Muslim Civilisations in London; and for the journalists and media leaders 

educated by the Graduate School of Media and Communications in Nairobi. Its newest 

academic entity, the Faculty of Arts and Sciences in Karachi, offers a multidisciplinary 

undergraduate education in the humanities, social sciences and natural sciences.  

  

Research at AKU focuses on pressing issues facing low-income countries and is frequently 

published in leading journals. The Aga Khan University Hospitals are among the largest 

private health care providers in East Africa and Pakistan, caring for more than 2 million 

patients annually, many of whom earn only a few dollars a day. The University has been 

the first to achieve numerous international accreditations in the countries in which it 

operates.  

  

With the graduation of the Class of 2023, AKU has awarded nearly 20,000 degrees, 

diplomas and postgraduate medical certificates since inception. Our alumni go on to make 

a difference in their home countries and to study and work at eminent institutions around 

the world. We are deeply proud of our graduates, who inspire us to continue striving to 

fulfill our Chancellor’s vision of a university “on the frontiers of scientific and humanistic 

knowledge, radiating intelligence and confidence, research and graduates, into flourishing 

economies and progressive legal and political systems.” 

  

  

aku.edu 
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THE UNIVERSITY SEAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Seal of Aga Khan University is a visual representation of the 

principles inherent in the founding of the University. 

 

The circular form of the Seal, with its different levels of imagery 

contained in concentric circles, has its visual roots in the rosettes of 

early Islamic periods. 

 

The circle also symbolises the world and reflects the internationality 

of Aga Khan University. At the centre of the Seal is a star, or sun. 

Light is a universal symbol for the enlightenment that education 

provides. The light emanating from the star is also symbolic of Nur 

(Divine light). 

 

The star incorporates 49 points to commemorate the University’s 

founding by His Highness Prince Karim Aga Khan, the 49th Imam of 

the Shia Imami Ismaili Muslims. 

 

The outer ring circumscribes a Qur’anic Ayat (3:103) rendered in 

classic Thuluth script and reads as follows: 

 

And hold fast, 

All together, by the rope 

Which God (stretches out for you), 

And be not divided among yourselves, 

And remember with gratitude 

God’s favour on you: 

For ye were enemies 

And He joined your hearts 

In love, so that by His grace, 

Ye became brethren 
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ACADEMIC REGALIA 

 

Aga Khan University’s academic regalia is a unique interpretation of the traditional 

academic cap, gown and hood. The University’s head gear and gowns are called the 

Jamiapoash. This term is derived from the Arabic jamia, meaning ‘institution of higher 

learning’, and the Persian poash, meaning ‘apparel’. The Jamiapoash comprises a Khila’at, 

meaning ‘robe of honour’ in Arabic and a Sirpoash, meaning ‘headwear’ in Persian.  

 

The Khila’at is the outer robe, very much like a qabaa or jubba, worn in many countries of 

the Middle East and North Africa, or a chugha, worn in parts of Pakistan and India. It is 

an unpleated, unflared, calf-length overgarment, with bell-shaped short sleeves, which can 

be closed at the front if desired.  

 

The Sirpoash brings together a turban and a kulah, the two most distinctive forms of 

headwear worn historically throughout the Islamic world, with a tassel on the right. 

 

The Jamiapoash has been designed to symbolise the identity of the University. The basic 

colours of green and white have been derived from the official seal of the University while 

the decorative elements have been taken from the calligraphy, motifs and designs used in 

the architecture and interior design of the institution. 

 

Distinctive motifs have been embroidered along the front of the Khila’at, on the arms and 

cuffs, and on the back using different colours on a variety of backgrounds. Their 

arrangement serves to identify the ranks of members of the University such as the 

graduands, members of faculty, members of the Board of Trustees, the Chief Guest and the 

Chancellor. 

 

Graduate and undergraduate gowns have a six-centimetre braid bearing a green motif on a 

white background with heavy gold lines on either side of the braid running along the face, 

back collar and continuing around the base of the gown and cuffs. Each arm bears a vertical 

green motif on a white background trimmed in gold. The Master’s gown is distinguished 

from the Bachelor’s gown by adding a second set of heavy gold lines; the Doctoral gowns 

have a third set of gold lines that run along facing, back collar and the base of the tunic and 

cuffs.  Diploma graduands wear a green tunic with a white fabric trim. The robes of the 

members of faculty have an additional braid in gold along the front and on the cuffs, with 

a gold motif on the arms and at the back. The Board of Trustees’ gown has a second gold 

band on the front and on the cuffs alongside the decorations of the faculty dress. The Chief 

Guest’s robe is distinguished by very elaborate gold embroidery on a teak brown 

background. The Chancellor’s gown is unique in its gold embroidery on a white robe. 

 

The colour coding of the Sirpoash for each rank follows the colour combination of the 

Khila’at and its embroidery, with the higher ranks being distinguished by gold bands. The 

regalia is worn during Convocation, graduation and other formal and ceremonial occasions. 
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PAKISTAN NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 

 پاک سَرزَمِین شاد باد 

 كِشوَرِ حَسِین شاد باد 

 توُ نشِانِ عَزمِ عالی شان 

! پاکِستان ارَضِ   

 مَرکَزِ یقَِین شاد باد

pāk sarzamīn šād bād 

kišwar-ē ḥasīn šād bād 

tū nišān-ē ʿazm-ē ʿālī šān 

arⱬ-ē Pākistān! 

markaz-ē yaqīn šād bād 

 

Blessed be the sacred land, 

Happy be the bounteous realm. 

Thou symbol of high resolve, 

O Land of Pakistan! 

Blessed be the citadel of faith. 

 

 پاک سَرزَمِین کا نظِام 

تِ عَوام تِ اخُُوَّ  قوَُّ

 قوَم، مُلک، سَلطَنتَ 

 پاینِدهَ تابنِدهَ باد !

 شاد باد مَنزِلِ مُراد

pāk sarzamīn kā niẓām 

quwwat-ē uxuwwat-ē ʿawām 

qaum, mulk, salṭanat 

pāyindah tābindah bād! 

šād bād manzil-ē murād 

 

The order of this sacred land, 

The might of the brotherhood of the people 

May the nation, the country, and the state, 

Shine in glory everlasting! 

Blessed be the goal of our ambition. 

 

 پَرچَمِ سِتاَرَه و ہلِال 

 رَہبَرِ ترََقّی و کَمال

 ترَجُمانِ ماضی، شانِ حال 

 جانِ اسِتقِبال!

 سایۂ خُدائے ذوالجَلال 

parčam-ē sitāra(h) ō-hilāl 

rehbar-ē taraqqī ō-kamāl 

tarjumān-ē māⱬī, šān-ē ḥāl 

jān-ē istiqbāl! 

sāya(h)-ē Xudā-ē ẕu-l-jalāl 

 

The flag of the crescent and star, 

Leads the way to progress and perfection, 

Interpreter of our past, glory of our present, 

Inspiration for our future! 

Shade of God, the Glorious and Mighty. 

 

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
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