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On behalf  of  the Centre of  Excellence in Women and Child Health (CoE WCH)  of  the Aga Khan 
University (AKU) and partners, it is our pleasure to welcome you to the Symposium “Women’s Health 
in the SDG Agenda” in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania, on December 6 – 7, 2018.

MESSAGE FROM MARLEEN TEMMERMAN, DIRECTOR, 
AKU CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE IN WOMEN AND CHILD 
HEALTH, EAST AFRICA 

The AKU Centre of  Excellence in Women and Child Health was established in 2012 as a 
university-wide strategy to focus on the health of  women and children. Prof.  Zulfiqar A. Bhutta is the 
Founding Director and Prof. Marleen Temmerman joined in 2015 as the East Africa Director of  the 
Centre to build capacity across the region. 

TThe AKU CoE WCH focuses on establishing high quality education, research and training programmes 
in women, child and adolescent health. It targets population health, clinical, educational and research 
programmes. The Centre contributes to research and knowledge management with specific focus on 
health systems strengthening and quality of  care, particularly in remote groups and vulnerable 
populations. It is involved in evidence-based advocacy and capacity development, impacting on health 
worker training to serve the needs of  the most vulnerable populations in low and middle-income 
countries. countries. The CoE WCH is well posiTtioned as an academic knowledge management hub working in 
collaboration with other regional academic teams.

It builds on an over 100-year engagement of  the Aga Khan Development Network (AKDN) in 
supporting development in East Africa, in collaboration with Aga Khan Foundation, Aga Khan Health 
Services and partners. As part of  AKDN, the CoE WCH draws on available capacities and 
expertise of  the University and the AKDN in East Africa and beyond.
 
TThe “Women’s Health in the SDG Agenda” Symposium brings together the research community, 
policymakers, civil society, NGO’s and private sector to reflect on women’s health issues in East Africa, 
to review existing evidence and propose innovative solutions to contribute to improvements in 
reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health in the region.

The Aga Khan University was established in 1983 as an international university with an objective to 
promote human welfare in general by disseminating knowledge and providing instruction, training, 
research and service in the health sciences, education and such other branches of  learning as the 
University may determine. 
As an international institution, the University has 11 campuses and teaching sites spread over 8 
countriescountries in Asia, Africa and Europe. AKU is a non-denominational institution open to all, irrespective 
of  religion, ethnicity, gender or national origin. It has a diversified workforce of  over 10,000 employees 
worldwide. 
Aga Khan University is committed to the development of  human capacities through the 
discovery and dissemination of  knowledge, and application through service. It seeks to prepare 
individuals for constructive and exemplary leadership roles, and shaping public and private policies, 
through strength in research and excellence in education, all dedicated to 
prproviding meaningful contributions to society.
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Supporting Healthy Futures for East Africa

Respective Maternity Care
Fatma Manzi, Ifakara Health Institute

Improving quality of  maternal and newbprn care
Ahmad Makuani,Minsitry of  Health 
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For more information, please contact:
The Aga Khan University, Medical College in East Africa

Tel: +255 22 212 27441 / +255 714 020 202, Email: pgme.dar@aku.edu 
Website: www.aku.edu/mcea


