The Restoration Project of Stiq Haraj in Tripoli

The Restoration on Suq Haraj

(Antoine Fischfisch
and Michel Daoud)

1. Description of the
Architecture

Stq Hardj and its immediate vicinity are among
the most densely populated parts of Tripoli (Fig. 1).
Two streets run the length of the stg, one, Zugaq al-
STsiyya, is 2.50 m wide on average, the other, Stug-
Haraj Street, is 5 m. The Stiq-Har3j Street crosses the
courtyard of Suq Haraj and is a commercial street;
the narrower Zugaq al-Stsiyya, situated in the north-
east directly behind Stuq Haraj, is a residential street
(Fig. 2).

The ground-floor of Stq Haraj has been designed
for commercial purposes, it has a row of 7 shops on
its west and originally 14 shops on the eastern side,
which is surrounded by a riwaq (gallery). The arcades
of the gallery rest on reused granite pillars and open
on the rear to the actual shop-boxes which are
covered by barrel vaults. The courtyard is covered by
large cross vaults supported by two columns
approximately 6 m high (Fig. 3). The upper storey
houses small apartments accessible through a dark
corridor which runs along a mezzanine. The small
rooms get their light from windows of different sizes
and from skylights that catch the daylight. The flat roof
originally made of stamped clay, is covered by a layer
of cement (Fig. 4: a-b-c).

Over the years, several additions to the upper
parts have been made, such as offshoots and
annexes to the original volume.

The whole forms a clear and well-defined volumetric
entity with the following surfaces:

- Surface of the studied area (building and inner

courtyard): 583m?2

- Surface of the building: ground-floor: 583m?

- Surface of the building: first floor: 488m?

- Surface of the building: mezzanine: 58 m?2

- Surface of the building: second floor: 143m?

- Surface of the roof: terrace: 544.5m?

- Total surface of the facades without openings:

371m?

- Total surface of the facades with openings: 688.6m?

296

BAAL 10, 2006

2. Description of the Structure

In contrast to the structure of the upper floor, the
ground-floor is harmoniously composed. Only rarely
does a relation of structural continuity exist between
the two storeys. This is probably due to a functional
subdivision of the ground-floor to small units for the
accommodation of a greater number of shops, and
another, more spacious arrangement on the first floor
in order to make room inside for provisional or
permanent lodgings. Notice that on the ground-floor
all original inner walls (60 cm thick) are supporting
walls; most of those on the first floor are thin (~30 cm
thick) and not supporting (Fig. 5).

3. Methodology: Approaching
the Restoration

The methodological proceeding was based on
scientific criteria:

- The documentation (in writing and in drawing)

- The setting: measured survey of the architecture,
listing the deformities; diagnosis

- Proposal for the restoration (drawings and
technical specifications)

- Establishing the building site and execution of
the work

3.1 The Documentation

The documentation aims at assembling all
detailed information, be it in writing, as graphs or
photographs, needed to understand and diagnose
the irregularities. In its totality this documentation
constitutes a factual basis to be consulted for future
research or restoration of the monument. For that
reason, a database containing this documentation
has been handed over to the DGA (Directorate
General of Antiquities) as well as to the German
Orient-Institut for their respective archives.

The documentation comprises all steps of an
intervention, namely the initial state before the
restoration, the operation as such and the final result
(Fig.6).
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Fig. 1- The location of Stig-Hardj in the old city of Tripoli (Fischfisch/Daoud).
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a- 18t floor plan

Fig. 2- Roof plan (Fischfisch/Daoud).

b- 1% floor + mezzanine plan

Fig. 3- Ground floor plan (Fischfisch/Daoud).

c- 2 floor plan

Fig. 4- Floor plans (Fischfisch/Daoud).
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Table 1- Diagnose, Recommendations, Results.
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Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
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